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The Department of Art History is delighted to share with you news of
our programs, our faculty, our alumni and our students.

NEWS FROM THE DEPARTMENT

The Department of Art History has
had a busy and productive year,
offering well-enrolled courses, a
number of special events and trips
open to the entire community, a
successful Spring Break Study
Tour to Venice, Italy, and with its
members serving the College in a
variety of roles while also being
active scholars. Our graduates con-
tinue to do well, many finding jobs
in art-related fields, going on to
graduate study in art history, library
science, and law, among others. For
example, this spring alone, Eliza-
beth Brown ‘06 completed her
M.A. in Art History at Hunter Col-
lege, Kathleen Jean ‘11 completed
her master’s in Library Science at
Long Island University and
Michelle Pings ‘12 completed her
master’s in Museum Studies at
NYU. Other graduates in recent
years have earned master’s degrees
through the Christie’s and Sothe-
by’s programs. Many are working
in museums and galleries in New
York City, including the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art, the National
Academy Museum, David Benri-
mon Fine Art, Jane Kahan Gallery

and Meredith Ward Fine Art, to
name a few. Young alumni, in
particular, stay in touch through
an alumni Facebook group.

We again offered a Study Tour to
Italy during Spring Break. This
year, the leaders were Professors
Hannum and Saleeby-Mulligan,
and the destination was Venice.
Participants came from a range of
majors and proved to be an excel-
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Fall 2014 Berger Trip
participants on the steps of the
Philadelphia Museum of Art

lent group, giving outstanding
presentations on site. All said that
it was a learning experience like
no other they’d had.

Our 2014 Berger Lecture, given

by William C. Agee, Evelyn Kranes
Kossak Professor of Art History at
Hunter College, on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 22, was titled “Beyond the
Great Divide: Connecting Pre and
Post-1945 American Art.” This well-
illustrated and thought-provoking
lecture, which challenged the “party
line” about the sources of Abstract
Expressionism, drew a crowd of
nearly 100 people and was very well
received, with many questions for
the speaker following the talk. As is
our custom, it was preceded by a
dinner that included our majors,
members of the administration and
faculty in related fields, and was
followed by a dessert reception. We
were delighted to learn, several
months later, that Professor Agee
had donated his personal library to
the Manhattanville Library. Both
Professor Debbie Saleeby-Mulligan
and Librarian Catherine Medeot had
studied under Professor Agee, as
have a number of Manhattanville
alumni, so this gift is very special,
indeed.

In early November, a bus load of 50
faculty and students and Mr. Ber-
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ger’s daughter, Joyce Cowin,
headed to Philadelphia for our Fall
Berger Trip. It was a full day, with
visits to the Philadelphia Museum
of Art, where members of the fac-
ulty led guided tours in the perma-
nent collection, the Rodin Muse-
um and the Barnes Foundation,
but all agreed that it was a won-
derful experience.

We wrapped up the Fall with a
holiday party at the new home of
Professor Deborah Saleeby-
Mulligan. Despite rainy weather,
there was an excellent turnout of
current students and alumni, and

everyone had a great time.
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Brooklyn Botanical Gardens

Photo by Art History minor Minh
Truong ‘16

Our Spring Berger Trip, held on
April 19, took a group of about 40
to Brooklyn for visits to the
Brooklyn Museum and the Brook-
lyn Botanical Gardens. Tours were
given in the Egyptian, African and
Contemporary galleries, and the
cherry blossoms were coming out
on this lovely spring day, resulting
in many splendid photographs by
participants.

The annual Art History barbecue,
held at Professor Gillian Greenhill
Hannum’s home on May 1, drew
art history majors and minors,

Spring Barbecue

Venice trippers and alumna Eliza-
beth Brown ‘06, who had just
completed her master’s thesis for
Hunter College. Despite clouds
earlier in the day, the sun came out
just in time for the party.

We had two students graduate in
May, and several minors. Continu-
ing a tradition she began last year,
Professor Debbie Saleeby-
Mulligan organized a “champagne
toast” for our graduates and their
families in the Art History office
prior to robing for Commence-
ment. It is a lovely opportunity to
meet the families of our students
and to properly say goodbye.

Professor Deborah Saleeby-
Mulligan and Megan Duffy
‘15 at our champagne toast

On July 23, the Department en-
joyed a very special event—a
book launch party in honor of
Professor Lisa Rafanelli, whose
book, co-authored with Erin Be-
nay of Case Western Reserve
University, Fai t h, Ge
the Senses in
and Bar ,oves publishédr

by prestigious Ashgate Press in
June.

Crystal Sourour ‘10, Professor
Rafanelli and Gina Viggiano “11

Held at David Benrimon Fine
Art LLC on Fifth Avenue, the
party was hosted by Gina Vig-
giano ‘11 and organized by Gi-
na, Crystal Sourour ‘10 and
Professor Megan Cifarelli, with
the assistance of Vice President
of Institutional Advancement
Teresa Weber. Alumni and stu-
dents in attendance included Ali
Hoyt ‘14, Vinny Triolo ‘11,
Catherine Vitolo ‘10, Carla
Candelas ‘10, Catherine
McKeon Mondkar ‘06, Megan
Duffy 15, Kara Smith Hall
‘10, Sarah Connors 13, Jessica
Iodice ‘16, Adriana Manzo ‘15,
Jesse Runco ‘15, Marguerite
Lee 14, Brigitte Mulholland
‘07, Morgan Thomas ‘14, Jo-
anna Gmuender ‘13 and Emma
Rollins Wright “10.
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News from the Faculty

Professor Megan Cifarelli was
on a full-year sabbatical for 2014-
15. We are delighted to report that
she was promoted to the rank of
Full Professor this Spring. Her
sabbatical activities included par-
ticipation in international and na-
tional conferences, the publication
of several articles, and service to
the discipline through national
professional organizations.

Conferences: Professor Cifarelli
was invited to participate in a
small, targeted international con-
ference on the methodology of
gender research in Assyriology at
the University of Helsinki in Hel-
sinki, Finland, in October of
2014. She was one of 20 scholars
invited to present a paper in this
collaborative session, the proceed-
ings of which will be published in
2016 by Eisenbraun’s. In Novem-
ber, she chaired and presented a
paper on the Archaeology of Ha-
sanlu, Iran, at the Annual Meet-
ings of the American Schools of
Oriental Research in San Diego,
CA. In January 2015, she attend-
ed the Annual Meeting of the Ar-
chaeological Institute of America
to attend the meetings of the Com-
mittee on Corresponding Mem-
bers, and in February attended the
College Art Association’s Annual
conference to participate in a
meeting of the Board of Field Edi-
tors for CAAReviews.org. Also
in February, she gave an invited
lecture at the Columbia University
Seminar in the Archaeology of the
Near East. She will be chairing

sessions on Theoretical and
Methodological Approaches to
the Study of Ancient Dress and
Adornments at the 2015 Annual
Meetings of the American
School of Oriental Research,
and the 2016 meetings of the
Archaeological Institute of
America. She has also accepted
an invitation to be one of 15
scholars participating in an inter-
national conference on archaeo-
logical methods for identifying
social crises and community col-
lapses in the past, in Leuven,
Belgium, October 2015.

Publications: Professor Cifarel-
1i’s research was published in a
range of publications this year.
Traditional scholarly publica-
tions include (with Danti, Mi-
chael), “The Tomb of the Ha-
sanlu Warriors,”| r ani c a
50, (2015): 61-157 and

“Personal Ornaments at Ha-
sanlu, Iran: A re-evaluation” in
Beyond Or namen
Amir Golani, Polish Center for
Mediterranean Archaeology
Special Studies vol. 23:2,

(2014). She continues the prep-
aration of (with Michael Danti)
The I ron |1
Tepe. Hasanl u
p o r t Gnivdrsity Museum
Monograph (Philadelphia: Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Muse-
um), which she and her co-
author hope will be complete in
2015. Two additional articles
have been accepted for publica-
tion. “‘Assyrianizing’ Contexts
at Hasanlu Tepe IVb?: Material-
ity and Identity in Northwest
Iran,” (with Michael Danti) in J.

MacGinnis and D.
Wicke,eds. The Pr ov
chaeol ogy of
(Cambridge: McDonald Institute
for Archaeological Research) is in
press with a 2015 release date, and
“Gendered Artifacts and Costly
Signaling Theory at Hasanlu,
Iran,” in S. Saard and A. Ventura,

Proceedings of
Gender , Met hodol
ci ent Nhsaedbythea st

Center of Excellence “Changes in
Sacred Texts and Traditions,” Uni-
versity of Helsinki, Eisenbraun’s,
(forthcoming). In addition, Profes-
sor Cifarelli was asked to write a
guest blog post for the American
Schools of Oriental Research
ANEToday.org blog, which was
published online in February

2015. Her co-written review (with
Allison Thomason, University of
Southern Illinois) “‘Assyria to Ibe-
ria at the Dawn of the Classical
Age,” The Metropolitan Museum
of Art September 22, 2014—

January 4, 2015,” appearsinN e a r
A2, lumee ol ogy

Eastern
2015.

In service to the discipline, Profes-
sor Cifarelli continues to serve as a

C e National Lecturer for the Archaeo-pn |

logical Institute of America, travel-
ing to the network of local out-
posts, or societies, of the AIA to
present her research. This fall she
lectured at Tulane University in
New Orleans, Louisiana, and next
Spring she will be addressing the
St. Louis Society of the AIA. She
serves as the Chair of the Corre-
sponding Members Committee of
the Archaeological Institute of
America, the body responsible for

i nc
t he

a l
As

t he
0ogy
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nominating international archaeol-
ogists for honorary lifetime mem-
bership in the organization. This
year she has spearheaded the im-
plementation of a membership-
wide nominations initiative to in-
crease the transparency of the pro-
cess, and to encourage geograph-
ical breadth in the pool of nomi-
nees. She also serves as the Field
Editor for Ancient Near East and
Egyptian Art History for the Col-
lege Art Association’s online re-
view platform, CAARe-
views.org.

Professor Gillian Greenhill
Hannum served as Chairperson
of the Department for the academ-
ic year. In addition, she was Fac-
ulty Coordinator for the First-
Year Program and served as Chair
of the Academic Policy Commit-
tee. She co-authored a grant appli-
cation with Catherine Medeot and
Lauren Ziarko of the Library to
the Council of Independent Col-
leges. The application was a suc-
cess, and the College will digitize
a collection of historic photo-
graphs of the old Harlem campus
and will make them available us-
ing Shared Shelf, a feature availa-
ble from ARTstor, the database
we use for our teaching images.
She also continued to be active as
an ePortfolio Fellow, experiment-
ing with new uses of ePortfolio in
her First-Year Seminar and a Cas-
tle Scholars Honors class. The
latter, titlted Ph ot ogr aph
Changed ,ovashugelyi v
successful.

In February, she co-hosted an
alumni event at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art with Randy Wil-
liams of the Studio Art Depart-
ment. She also gave a talk on
“Van Gogh and Cezanne in Pro-
vence” at the Alumni Reunion on
June 1.

Her article, “Philadelphia’s For-
gotten Plein-Air Portraitist:
Mathilde Weil,” appeared in the
journalNi net e e n. tVhl
35, No. 1 (Spring 2015), 3 —11.
She will have a sabbatical leave
during Fall Semester 2015 and
will return to full-time teaching in
Art History beginning in the
Spring of 2016.

Professor Lisa Rafanelli was
elected Interim Faculty Chair for
Fall 2014, while Professor Greg
Swedberg was on sabbatical. As
Chair, she led the faculty discus-
sion and ultimate vote for the cre-
ation of a School of Arts and Sci-
ences at Manhattanville College.
This change was approved by the
Board of Trustees. In Spring
2015, she co-Chaired the Search
Committee for a Founding Dean
for the new School. Moving for-
ward, for 2015-2016, she has been
appointed to the Steering Com-
mittee for the Middle States Peri-
odic Review for the on-going ac-
creditation of the College.

In terms of teaching, the academic
gear bebaa with a twist: team-
eeashing Art History Survey I
with Professor Debbie Saleeby
Mulligan while Professor Megan
Cifarelli was on sabbatical. The

Q@®0) ¢alledSya i nt s

results were enormously fun, and
led to some inspiring conversations
about unexpected commonalities in
their very different material, partic-
ularly related to artistic identity,
gender, material culture and pat-
terns of patronage.

Professor Rafanelli also developed
a new course that will run in the
Fall 2015 term as part of the Castle
Scholars First Year Seminar (CSCH

The Renai ssEince
class will explore the true, and of-
ten scandalous, history of this peri-
od, when Popes ruled like Kings,
engaged in warfare and diplomacy
and were party to murderous con-
spiracies. Together with their lov-
ers, mistresses and illegitimate chil-
dren, many of the Popes from this
era lived lives of great luxury and
abandon—paid for by the sale of
“indulgences” (forgiveness of sin)
or ecclesiastical office. As Pope
Leo X (de’ Medici) famously said,
“God gave us the Papacy. Let us
enjoy it.”

In terms of scholarship, Professor
Rafanelli had an extremely busy
year, with many projects that have
been in the works coming to frui-
tion:

Book: Lisa M. Rafanelli and Erin
Benay, Fai t h,
es I n lItalian

I o q u evas publithed by Ash-

gate in June 2015. Takingthe No | i

me t aandDeubtmg Thomas
episodes as a focal point, this study
examines how visual representa-
tions of two of the most compelling

and

Gender
Renai

Sir
Pap
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and related Christian stories en-
gaged with changing devotional
and cultural ideals in Renaissance
and Baroque Italy. The authors
rely on primary source material—
paintings, sculptures, religious
tracts, hagiography, popular ser-
mons, and new documentary evi-
dence. By reuniting their visual
examples with important, often
little-known textual sources, the
authors reveal a complex relation-
ship between visual imagery, the
senses, contemporary attitudes
toward gender, and the shaping of
belief. Further, they add greater
nuance to our understanding of
the relationship between popular
piety and the visual culture of the
period.

Edited volumes: Lisa M. Rafanelli

sium connected to exhibition N o r t S ¢ h @Bagder Gallery,

ern Baroque
buchau
tenstein. The
Vi e JTheBruce Museum, Green-
wich, CT, February 7, 2105.

Professor Deborah Saleeby-
Mulligan was busy in her first year
as a full-time tenure track member
of the department. She served as
Museum Studies Program Director,
and on the Committee for Assess-
ment of Student Learning. She
stepped in and helped cover History
of Art I during Professor Megan
Cifarelli’s sabbatical, developing
new material appropriate to the time
period, and also taught the Introduc-
tion to Museum Studies class. In
addition, she gave a lecture on the
Mexican Muralists for Professor

and Erin Benay were co-editors of Greg Swedberg in his course on

Open Ar t,¥olunded u r
(Special Issue: “Touch Me, Touch
Me Not: Senses, Faith and Per-
formativity in Early Modernity,”
Winter 2014-15). This issue
brings together an exciting collec-
tion of essays that investigate the
collaborative roles of the senses in
the genesis and experience of re-
naissance and baroque art, exam-
ining, in particular, the ways in
which senses were evoked in the
realm of the sacred, where ques-
tions of the validity of sensory
experience were particularly con-
tentious and fluid. She was also
appointed as Associate Editor:
Open Ar t,3014dresent:

Conferences: Professor Rafanelli
was invited to be session modera-
tor for “Baroque Brilliance,” a

graduate student research sympo-

nLatin American Social Change and
Revolution, and she served as a ju-
ror for the 2015 Fagin Awards, giv-
en in the Studio Art Department.

Her scholarship took a “dramatic
turn” when she was invited to serve
as Artistic Advisor forA Par t
Dr ead
by Sam Sheppard at Signature The-
ater in New York in the Fall of
2014. In this capacity, she also

served as a speaker and panel partic-

ipant for “The World of Play, Art
and Political Conflict in Northern
Ireland,” moderated by Brian Phil-
lips, held at Signature Theater, New
nYark on December 6, 2014.

She gave two public lectures in the
Spring - “Tagore, Artist and Philos-
opher,” a presentation in conjunc-
tion with the exhibit, Ta gor e
wor ks of art

( Oedi paplhy )\

the academic symposium, Wr i t i
t he Art History
State$91I8001I n C
of Wil I i Ravsevelt A
House, Hunter College, New

York, NY, April 24, 2015.

She is currently completing work

on the chapter “Rural Utopias:
Landscape Painting in the West

of Ireland 1900-1930,”inL a n d -

scape of Promis
tur e, l dentity
Il ri sh We%3énB8 30

Roney and Irene Whelan, eds.
(Cambridge Scholars Publishing).

Briana Jackson, a doctoral can-
didate at the Institute of Fine
Arts, New York University,
joined our department as an ad-
junct for Spring 2015. An Egyp-
tologist, she taught Art of Egypt
to a “sold out” crowd, allowing
us to offer something in the An-
cient art area during Professor
Cifarelli’s absence.

Professor Emerita Mary Lee
Baranger on Venice Trip

Professors Hannum and Salee-
by-Mulligan were thrilled to
have Professor Emerita Mary

f r (Lee Baranger sign up for the

S p | ¢Manhattanville College, February : n -
Col |l ett e (18,2015, and “The Early Work
P r of Clyfford E. Still,” presented at |

on
ng
of
el e
gee

e a
and
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Spring Venice Trip! Mary Lee

has visited Venice on a number
of occasions, including several

previous Study Tour trips, and

her wealth of knowledge about
architecture and construction

techniques was appreciated by
all.

Professor Hannum enjoyed a
visit in May with Professor
Emerita Eleanor Carr, R.S.C.J.
‘44. She was accompanied to Al-
bany, where Sister Carr now re-
sides, by Professors Emerita
Mary Lee Baranger and Laura
Kaufman. Professors Hannum
and Kaufman also spent a pleas-
ant weekend in Philadelphia in
late July visiting the Philadelphia
Museum of Art for the Durand-
Ruel exhibition.

News from Alumni

As always, we were pleased to
have a fine turnout from alumni
for our annual Berger Lecture.
College alumni signing the guest
book included Elena Kakuriev
‘08, Michelle Pings ‘12, Barba-
ra Perez Marquez ‘13, Jean
Strauss ‘14, Patsy O’Grady
‘61, Cathy French ‘68, Judith
Rodriguez ‘57, Nancy Condon
Zander ‘79, Rozanne Cohen
‘81, Sheila Fane ‘67, Mirella
Hajjar ‘94/03, Sarah Connors
‘13 and Sean Mclver ‘14. We
hope to see many of you on No-
vember 11th.

Karen McAlister Shimoda ‘89
has relocated to Portland, OR
where she is making art full time.
She was recently a “blue ribbon
winner” in Radius Gallery’s sum-
mer exhibition, SCAPES/Land

Sea Mind. You can see her latest
work on her new website: http://
www.mcalistershimoda.com/
about.html.

Professor Hannum was thrilled to
have a surprise visit this spring
from Rosemary James ‘91, a law-
yer with a specialty in intellectual
property who works for the federal
government. Rosemary said that
her training in art history was ex-
cellent preparation for law school
and for her career. Caroline
Conzatti ‘99 has joined the Board
of the New Bedford Art Museum/
ArtWorks! She had interned there
while a student at Manhattanville
and served as a volunteer for the
past five years.

In June, Elizabeth Brown ‘06 was
offered and accepted the position
of Research Assistant at Alexander
Gray Associates in Chelsea. Her
responsibilities include supporting
the research needs of outside schol-
ars and curators regarding the gal-
lery’s artists. Amita K. Patel ‘06
is the owner and founder of
Aligned Holistics, a coaching ser-
vices company. As a coach, writer,
and wellness expert, Amita works
with individuals to break through
their barriers and embrace lifestyle
change from the inside-out. Her
unique approach combines nutri-
tion, physical activity, relation-
ships, career, and personal philoso-
phy. Amita has been featured on
CBS, NBC, and The Huffington
Post. She received her Master's De-
gree from New York University
and her Health Coach Certification
from the Institute for Integrative
Nutrition. Brigitte Mulholland
‘07 was named Director of Jane

Kahan Gallery in the Fall of 2014;
she hosted a Cocktails and Conver-
sation for the College there on May
28, 2015. She and Trisha Murray
06 recently met up for a few days
on the Cote d’ Azur where Brigitte
was spending two weeks on busi-
ness. Andrew Deacon ‘08 is teach-
ing fourth grade at Torringford
School in Torrington, CT. He will
begin his 6th Year Degree in Educa-
tional Leadership this fall at the
University of Bridgeport. This sum-
mer, Andrew attended the Ad-
vanced Institute on the Teaching of
Reading at Columbia University's
Teachers College. While at the in-
stitute, Andrew coincidentally reu-
nited with alumna Brigitte Mulhol-
land on the subway!

Katie Johnson °¢10 has recently
accepted a position working in De-
velopment at the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society; her office is at the
Bronx Zoo! Elizabeth Marzolla
‘11 1s working for Meredith Ward
Fine Art. Katherine Miller ‘11 is
now Business Manager/Receiver,
20th Century Decorative Arts and
Design/Silver at Bonhams in Los
Angeles. Gina Viggiano ‘11 curat-
ed her first show at David Benrimon
Fine Art LLC in May — “Picasso:
Femmes.” Amy Novak ‘12 has
been promoted to Assistant Coordi-
nator of Information Services at the
Met. It is always a treat to see her
smiling face there! Sarah Connors
‘13 just accepted a position as Exec-
utive Administrator and Museum
Manager at Hudson Valley Center
for Contemporary Art in Peekskill.
Joanna Gmuender ‘13 is Gallery
Manager at Grenning Gallery in Sag
Harbor, NY.
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News from our Students

The Department of Art History
graduated two majors this year.
Megan Duffy ‘15 has an interest in
archival work and interned at the
Stamford Museum and Nature
Center in Connecticut. Dylan
Tompkins ‘15, a double major in
Art History and Psychology, earned
Distinction in Art History. Her
senior internship was at the
Katonah Museum of Art, where she
primarily worked with education
programs but also had the
opportunity to help out in other
areas. Dylan is planning a career in
counseling.

W" ‘W

Professor Saleeby-Mulligan, Dylan
Tompkins ‘15 and Professor Han-
num at the reception following
Baccalaureate

At the Undergraduate Awards
Ceremony in late April, several
continuing undergraduate
students received awards for
excellence in Art History. The
Freshman award went to
Elizabeth Sweeney ‘18; the
sophomore prize was received
by Kara Woodley ‘17 who
will study abroad in Ireland
next year; Jessica Iodice ‘16
took the honors for a junior.
Kara Woodley was also the
recipient of a new award,
established in honor of
Professor Saleeby-Mulligan’s
mother, a life-long educator,
The Clemencia Saleeby Award
for Excellence in Art History.

Please drop us a note or fill out the following form and mail to Newsletter, c/o Gillian Hannum, Department of
Art History, Manhattanville College, 2900 Purchase Street, Purchase, NY 10577, or send e-mail to
Gillian.Hannum(@mville.edu or request to join our Facebook Group—Moyville Art History.

Name:

Date of Graduation:

Date you are filling this out:

Address:

Current position or connection with the art field:

Personal news:
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Department of Art History
Manhattanville College
2900 Purchase Street
Purchase, NY 10577
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2015

ARTHUR M. BERGER LECTURE

DR. MICHAEL D. DANTI, FSA

Academic Director, American Schools of Oriental Research Cultural
Heritage Initiatives
Consulting Scholar, University of Pennsylvania Museum

A Momentary Erasure of Millennia:
The Cultural Heritage Crises in Syria and Northern
Iraq

Wednesday, November 11, 2015
7:30 p.m.
West Room, Reid Hall




