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Saturday, March 6, 12:00 pm Visual Storytelling with English Language Learners: Incorporating multimedia

viewing and creating into traditional text-based literacy instruction
Presented by: Judith Aragon, ENL Teacher, and Amy Stern, PDS Liaison, Mt. Kisco Elementary School (Bedford)
Monday, March 8, 3:30 pm The Impact of the Pandemic on Low-Income Immigrant Students
Presented by: Rebecca Sussman, Program Director, Neighbors Link
Tuesday, March 9, 3:30 pm Changing the Landscape of Special Education Through Quality Instructional Support
Presented by: Rachel DePaul, Assistant Director of Special Education, and the Special Education Instructional Team,
Mt. Vernon City School District
Thursday, March 11, 7:00 pm Strategically Supporting our Young Readers
Presented by: David Bournas-Ney, 1st Grade Teacher, and Kelly Neault, K-5 Literacy Specialist, Davis Elementary
(New Rochelle)
Saturday, March 13, 12:00 pm Impact of Ed Law Part 2-d on Empowering Learners to Be Proactive Digital Citizens
Presented by: Julianne Ross-Kleinmann, Model Schools Instructional Specialist, Ulster BOCES
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Visit the Changing Suburbs Institute® website
at www.mville.edu/CSI
Our Changing Suburbs Institute focuses on teacher and school-leadership
development, and parent education to help districts respond to demographic shifts.

Professional Development Credit
New York State Continuing Teacher and Leader Education (CTLE) credit will be offered for all sessions.
Those from other states can receive a letter certifying they attended this professional development event.
Each session will offer either 1.0 or 1.25 hours of CTLE credit.
Attend a live session and receive CTLE credit automatically.
Can’t attend live? Most sessions will be recorded and you can view the recording and
respond to a follow-up survey by March 27, 2021 to receive CTLE credit for that session.
All registrants for a session will receive a link to the recording within two days of the live event.
* Please note: the Monday, March 8, 3:30pm session “The Impact of the Pandemic on Low-Income Immigrant
Students” must be attended live in order to receive CTLE credit.
CTLE hours may not be accepted by all school districts for professional development credit. Please check
with your district to confirm its policy.
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- KEYNOTE ADDRESS Kristina Robertson has 25 years of experience as a teacher and leader in
the English Learner instructional field. She is currently the district English
Learner program administrator for Roseville Public Schools in Minnesota,
a small, suburban district with 60% students of color and over 60
languages represented. As the lead course developer for the American
Federation of Teachers English Learners (EL) 101 course, she has
provided quality professional learning for educators across the nation.
She has licenses in K-12 ESL, Reading, Administration, and Community
Education Director. She earned her M.A. in TESOL from the School for
International Training, Brattleboro, VT, and is pursuing her doctorate in
educational leadership for diverse learning communities at Molloy College
in New York. She is a writer and advisor for the Colorín Colorado website
(a nationally recognized bilingual education site), a former WIDA trainer,
and the lead change agent in her consulting business, the English
Learners Advocacy Network (ELadvocacy.com). Her dream is to create a
system of equity in education for ELs through quality instruction and
increased access to challenging learning opportunities.

Saturday, March 6
10:00 am
Empowering Teachers and Multilingual Students
in a Pandemic and Beyond
How do educators stay positive and redefine success while working with
multilingual learners in a pandemic? Examples of cultural capital will be
explored through multiple lenses to demonstrate how a strengths-based
focus sustains educational communities during a pandemic and provides
healing tools as schools “return to better.”
Keynote Presented by Kristina Robertson,
ELL Program Administrator, Roseville Public School District (MN) and
Colorín Colorado author and advisor
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- KEYNOTE ADDRESS -

Dr. Andrea Honigsfeld is Associate Dean and Professor in the School of
Education at Molloy College, Rockville Centre, New York, where she
directs the Educational Leadership for Diverse Learning Communities
doctoral program. Before entering the field of higher education, she was
an English-as-a-foreign-language teacher in Hungary, an English-as-asecond-language teacher in New York City, and taught Hungarian at New
York University. As a Fulbright Scholar, she lectured in Iceland and she
has been presenting at conferences across the United States, China,
Denmark, Sweden, the Philippines, Thailand, the UK, and the United Arab
Emirates. She frequently offers professional development primarily
focusing on effective differentiated strategies and collaborative practices
in support of ELs/MLs. She has published numerous articles on coteaching, teacher collaboration and ELD strategies.

Saturday, March 13
10:00 am
Cross-Cutting Strategies for Language and Literacy Supports
This keynote presentation will explore cross-cutting strategies that may be used in remote
or hybrid learning for language and literacy support in five key areas. Strategies under the
Visual Support and Learning by Doing sections will encourage you to consistently
supplement language, literacy, and academic content learning via multimodality. Oral
Language Production sections will include a range of peer-supported, small-group learning
opportunities that require authentic academic conversations. Reading and Writing Support
will include ways to enhance ELs’ literacy development.

Keynote Presented by Dr. Andrea Honigsfeld,
Associate Dean and Professor, School of Education, Molloy College
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VIRTUAL
WORKSHOPS
SCHEDULE

Saturday, March 6
12:00 pm
Visual Storytelling with English Language Learners: Incorporating multimedia viewing and creating
into traditional text-based literacy instruction
Judith Aragon, ENL Teacher, and
Amy Stern, PDS Liaison, Mt. Kisco Elementary School (Bedford)
Workshop Description:
Visual storytelling allows all students to share their stories, regardless of their language proficiency. Using the Jacob
Burns Film Center Image, Sound, and Story curriculum, we taught fifth-grade students in a dual language school
to analyze film, identify story elements, develop storyboards, and, use their new filmography skills to create personal
narratives and tell their own stories. Tapping into 21st century skills, our young filmographers have learned to compose
photographs, and create videos using a variety of camera techniques, enhanced with sound effects and music. In this
workshop, we will share their photographic compositions, short stories, and documentaries, along with the creative
processes and technology skills learned by our young filmographers.
Presenter Bios:
An experienced ESOL teacher, Judith Aragon has taught English Language Learners K-12 through content, projectbased learning, theater, song and most recently film. A Jacob Burns Film Center-trained educator, she has implemented
the Image, Sound, and Story curriculum incorporating multi-media viewing and creating into traditional text-based
literacy instruction. Ms. Aragon is keenly interested in instructional technology, and has trained extensively on a variety
of web-based digital tools, knowledge she has shared with her students, as well as other classroom teachers. In
addition, she has taught topics such as co-teaching, differentiation, and enhancing academic vocabulary. Ms. Aragon
has also given parent workshops on a variety of topics including digital citizenship and educational technology.
In addition to being a passionate social emotional learning consultant LLC, former K-12 classroom teacher, and teacher
educator at Manhattanville College School of Education, professor Amy Stern is an avid cinephile and Jacob Burns Film
Center-trained educator. She is also an experienced Language Arts teacher who understands the important role that film
plays in building literacy for all students, especially English Language Learners. Known for her creativity and love of film
and still photography, she is always experimenting with new activities to build literacy and inspire her students. A
published author of curriculum, articles, and short stories, Ms. Stern enjoys all genres and phases of the writing and
filmmaking processes from start to finish. Ms. Stern is a lifelong learner with a Bachelor of Arts degree from Cornell
University and a Master’s of Science in Education from the Bank Street School of Education.

-6-

Monday, March 8
3:30 pm
The Impact of the Pandemic on Low-Income Immigrant Students
Rebecca Sussman, Program Director, Neighbors Link
*This workshop must be attended live in order to receive CTLE credit.
Workshop Description:
This workshop focuses on the impact of the pandemic on low-income immigrant students. Testimonials and photos offer
a window into their challenging living conditions as they study remotely during the pandemic. Best practices for
supporting the students will be shared.
Presenter Bio:
Becky Sussman is Director of the Family Center at Neighbors Link. In her role, Becky develops and oversees
programming for families with children of all ages and oversees the family support services we have offered throughout
the pandemic. At the core of all programming is the understanding that parents are their children's first and most
important teachers. Becky also facilitates cultural awareness trainings that are designed to break down stereotypes and
barriers with the goal of developing trust and improving communication. Prior to working at Neighbors Link, Becky
taught French and Spanish in grades K-12 and also worked at The Children’s Center at the Bedford Hills Correctional
Facility where she supported incarcerated mothers and their children.

Tuesday, March 9
3:30 pm
Changing the Landscape of Special Education Through Quality Instructional Support
Rachel DePaul, Assistant Director of Special Education, and the
Special Education Instructional Team, Mt. Vernon City School District
Workshop Description:
The challenges associated with meeting the needs of students with disabilities, especially those who are English
Language Learners, has been compounded due to repeated school/class closures, virtual learning and hybrid options.
The Special Education Instructional Team in the Mount Vernon City School District (NY) has developed systems and
protocols which have been a game changer for their teachers and support staff working with ELL students with
disabilities. This presentation by members of the Mount Vernon Special Educational Instructional Team will highlight the
methods they have implemented and supported to promote learning and progress in a hybrid learning environment.
Presenter Bios:
Rachel DePaul has been a special educator and administrator in the Mount Vernon City School District (MVCSD) for 13
years. Currently preparing to defend her doctoral proposal in Supporting Trauma in the Classroom, she has worked to
share knowledge, experiences, and resources to close the gaps that are evident in the high-needs community. Over the
past 6 years, Rachel has built relationships within the school community and amongst all stakeholders. She is most
proud of the work that the Special Education Instructional Team has accomplished through coaching, implementation of
Explicit Direct Instruction, the use of data and training all educators in specially designed instruction.
Dr. Joyce Corpas is currently a Special Education Supervisor for the Mount Vernon City School District. She has over
30 years of experience in the field of special education. She started her professional career as a special education
teacher and gradually moved to the position of a Special Education Supervisor. She is responsible for supervising staff in
various schools within the district, to ensure that students are receiving their services and their legal rights are protected.
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One of her other responsibilities include working with the Special Education Instructional Team (SEIT) comprised of two
special education instructional coaches for the district. She works under the supervision and direction of the Assistant
Director for Special Education. Together, they provide workshops, trainings, assistance, and support for staff working
with students with disabilities.
Dr. Corpas also observes classes and provides feedback based on the implementation of specially designed instruction
(SDI), Differentiated Instruction (DI) and Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI) which can also include recommendations to work
with the special education instructional coaches. The team is proud of providing various systems, information, resources
and training geared to SDI, EDI and DI.
Dr. Corpas is also the Director for an educational, faith-based, leadership program in Yonkers, NY called the “Great
Expectations Program.” This free program is provided during the weekend for students in the community where she was
raised and currently attends church. The main focus of the program is to teach students the value of self-efficacy and
self-regulation skills while incorporating critical thinking skills, character development, leadership skills and Bible
lessons.
She is proud of receiving the YWCA Woman of the Year Award and the Women’s Community Civic Group Award and
several proclamations from the Mayor’s Office in Yonkers, NY for her commitment and contributions to the youth in her
community. She is very proud of her daughter Tori, who followed in her footsteps to pursue a career in education and is
doing her part to make a difference in the lives of children.
Jessica Baruffo, a special educator in the MVCSD has become an expert in Orton Gillingham multisensory phonics
approach for remedial reading instruction. Her knowledge of resources has supported her colleagues since trained in
both Level I and Level II of OG.
Since leaving the classroom, Glenda Sanchez has worked as an Elementary Special Education Instructional Coach for
the K-8 schools in the Mount Vernon City School District. She specializes in helping new and veteran teachers in
ensuring that all students with disabilities are provided with specially designed instruction based on the student’s IEP. As
an experienced special education teacher, she shares how to provide data driven instruction and progress monitor IEP
goals. She is Orton-Gillingham trained in the foundational and intermediate levels and provides tools and resources for
trained educators on how to provide OG instruction virtually. Glenda is trained in Explicit Direct Instruction and supports
teachers with providing EDI instruction for their students. Currently, she is a doctoral student in Manhattanville College’s
Ed. D in Educational Leadership “Bridge” Program.
Teyana Hawkins is currently a Secondary Special Education Instructional Coach for the 7-12 schools in Mount Vernon
City School District. With over 10 years as a classroom teacher and three years as a coach, Ms. Hawkins knows that
successful students start with successful teachers!
As an Instructional Coach, she draws on her experiences to share various ways to provide data-driven instruction and
progress monitor IEP goals. In her connection with new and veteran teachers she works to make sure teachers have the
tools to meet the needs of students with disabilities through the use of specially designed instruction. Ms. Hawkins has
been an integral part of the professional development rollout to ensure that special education teachers have the
foundational tools to support students through Specially Designed Instruction and Explicit Direct Instruction, 2018-2020
and Data Modules, 2020-21. She is Orton-Gillingham trained in the foundational and intermediate levels and provides
tools and resources for trained educators on how to provide OG instruction virtually.
Ms. Hawkins’ teaching career has been spent in the secondary realm where she has held a variety of positions including
Teaching Assistant and Teacher across various academic settings. She loves humanities and majored in psychology at
Lehman College, she also earned her teaching credentials and Masters of Education degree at Mercy College. She is
excited to continue her work with her fellow educators.
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Thursday, March 11
7:00pm
Strategically Supporting our Young Readers
David Bournas-Ney, 1st Grade Teacher, and
Kelly Neault, K-5 Literacy Specialist, Davis Elementary (New Rochelle)
Workshop Description:
In a hybrid/virtual setting, it can be even more challenging than ever to meet the diverse needs of all the learners in a
class. In this session, we explore how to use the characteristics of increasing levels of text complexity to create
instructional plans for each child. We can move beyond labeling a student as a “C level reader,” and focus on the
specific skills each student needs to grow by creating a strategically scaffolded cycle of small group instruction. We will
also share resources and templates to make this process easy to implement.
Presenter Bios:
David Bournas-Ney is a 1st grade teacher at George M. Davis Elementary School in New Rochelle, NY. He has ten
years of experience teaching 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th grade. Before teaching at Davis, he taught at a charter school and
independent school in New York City. David has also taught K-5 pedagogy as an adjunct professor and coached and
mentored new teachers.
Kelly Neault is the K-5 Literacy Coach at George M. Davis Elementary School in New Rochelle, NY. Before joining Davis
Elementary School, Kelly taught 1st-4th grades, and was a PK-8 Literacy Coach, in Title 1 New York City public schools.
She also spent a year as a K-2 Literacy Consultant with the Reading & Writing Project at Columbia University.

Saturday, March 13
12:00pm
Impact of Ed Law Part 2-d on Empowering Learners to Be Proactive Digital Citizens
Julianne Ross-Kleinmann, Model Schools Instructional Specialist, Ulster BOCES

Workshop Description:
Students have the ability to access information by just clicking a button. As educators, part of our role is to guide students in
carefully selecting and sharing information. But, how do we teach students to be both responsible internet consumers and also
producers, especially in the COVID-19 era? In this session, participants will review the impact of NYS Ed Law Part 2-d on the five
elements: inclusive, informed, engaged, balanced, and alert, of the #DigCitCommit digital citizenship model from ISTE (International
Society for Technology in Education).
Presenter Bio:
Julianne Ross-Kleinmann is passionate about the power of instructional technology in teaching and learning, sharing what she has
learned, and community service — her focus for over 30 years as a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Julianne is an
Instructional Specialist for the Ulster County Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) in New Paltz, New York and a
doctoral student at Manhattanville College. “First and foremost, I’m a teacher,” Juli says. “I’m a teacher, a learner, and a service
leader. I like to help others move toward success. For me, it’s really important that the student surpasses the teacher.” Juli has
presented to local, regional, national, and international audiences over the past 20 years and most recently for the International
Society for Technology and Education ISTE20 Virtual Conference and for the Teachers on Fire Podcast series.
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A Collaborative Initiative to Improve
Educational Opportunities for
Diverse Students in Changing Suburbs

CSI Member Districts:
Bedford
Elmsford
Greenburgh Central
New Rochelle
Ossining
Peekskill
Port Chester
White Plains

2900 Purchase Street
Purchase, NY 10577
Phone: 914-323-5214
Fax: 914-323-5493

For more information about CSI, please contact Heidi Sakanaka,
Director of CSI/Assistant Dean for Community Outreach: heidi.sakanaka@mville.edu
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