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INS majors
have been busy
traveling to all
corners of the
world and reports
of their study
abroad and
international
service learning,
and volunteer
experiences
Panelists Mehta, Khan’12, Whelan, Gardella, Jones, Cherry, Mbodj, Hartmann, and
Sarver at the Charlie Hebdo panel discussion
dominate this
semester’s INS
newsletter. It also includes an interview with Professor Christopher Sarver, the newest
member of the Political Science Department and the INS Faculty Committee, and a
student spotlight on INS major Nendirmwa Parradang’15. You can also read articles
on student internships, an update on INS Alumni, a report on Human Rights
Awareness Day and the INS Forum, both held in fall 2014, an example of student
work in INS courses, and Professor Gabriele Wickert’s tribute to Political Science
professor Kwan Ha Yim, one of the founders of the INS Program at Manhattanville,
who passed away on March 28, 2015.
The INS Program co-sponsored several co-curricular activities this semester. On
February 4, 2015, in the Library, we had an interdisciplinary panel discussion on the
attacks on the offices of the satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo that occurred in Paris
in January 2015. Faculty members and alumna Warda Khan ‘12 spoke about the
historical, political, social, and literary dimensions of the attack . On March 23, 2015,
Professors Jones and Mbodj were panelists on a discussion about “ISIS, Boko Haram
and the Future of Islam.” Also on the panel were INS majors Nendirmwa
Parradang’15 and Shahrazan Isa ’15. Nendirmwa discussed her personal experiences
with Boko Haram in her native Nigeria, and Shahrazan explored how Islam, a religion
of peace, was being portrayed as religion of violence and terror.
We have two upcoming INS events in April. On Thursday, April 23, 2015 at the
INS Forum, Nicole Friederichs, an Indigenous Peoples Rights lawyer, will address
INS majors and the Manhattanville community. The Sociology & Anthropology
Department is co-sponsoring this event with INS. On Monday, April 27 and
Wednesday, April 29, 2015, INS seniors will present their senior theses in an open
forum. All are welcome.
A final note. The INS Program would like to thank graduating senior
Nendirmwa Parradang’15 for her service to the INS Program, as the student
representative and as the editor of the spring 2014 and spring 2015 editions of this
newsletter. Wonderful job, Nendir—we could not have done it without you!
-- Binita Mehta, Director, INS Program
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International Studies Program Faculty Committee
Nimish Adhia (Economics, Finance & Management)
Lawson Bowling (History)
Jim Bryan (Economics, Finance & Management)
David Gutman (History)
Nada Halloway (English)
James Jones (African Studies/ World Religions)
Theresa Kelleher (Asian Studies/History/World Religions)
Laurence Krute (Education)
María José Luján (WLL, Spanish/ Latin American Studies)
Mohamed Mbodj (History/African Studies)
Binita Mehta (Director, INS /WLL, French)
Christopher Sarver (Political Science/Legal Studies)
Eric Slater (Sociology & Anthropology)
Gregory Swedberg (History/Latin American Studies)
Rev. Wil Tyrrell (World Religions/Duchesne Center)
Irene Whelan (History/ Irish Studies)
Gabriele Wickert (INS/Chair, WLL, German)

Student Representative: Nendirmwa Parradang’15
[The INS Program Faculty Committee usually meets once a semester to review the Program and to
address specific concerns. If you have any concerns that you would like to bring to the attention of
the Committee, please be sure to contact the Director of the Program, or the student representative]
Remember: All majors must have an advisor from the International Studies Faculty Committee
Newsletter Contributors
Amanda Armenteros ‘16 (International Studies)
Karla Boza ‘15 (International Studies/Sociology)
Jessica Donovan ‘15 (International Studies)
Karina Edouard ‘15 (International Studies)
Juan Esposito ‘15 (International Studies)
Meghan Hughes ‘17 (International Studies)
Nury Churro Live ‘16 (International Studies/Communication and Media)
Valeria Ricciulli Marin ‘15 (International Studies,/Communication and Media)
Nendirmwa Parradang ‘15 (International Studies)
Professor Gabriele Wickert (INS/Chair, World Languages & Literatures, German)
The INS Program would like to thank INS Program Assistant and Senior
Nendirmwa Parradang for her creativity, initiative, and hard work in designing, writing, and editing,
this Newsletter!
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Faculty Spotlight: Professor Christopher Sarver
The International Studies Program would like to extend a warm welcome to Professor
Christopher Sarver, this semester’s Faculty Spotlight. Professor
Sarver came to Manhattanville College in the fall 2014 semester and is currently
teaching a variety of courses in the Political Science Department.

Tell us a little bit about yourself, your education, work experience, and travel
experience
I got my Bachelor’s in Philosophy and Political Science from Ohio Wesleyan University.
After I graduated, I did two years in the Peace Corps in Guatemala. When I came back, I
did two years as a social worker with migrant farmers in Florida, New York and New
Jersey. I got my Masters and PhD from SUNY Albany.
How has the adjustment process to Manhattanville been for you?
Very good! I’ve taught in a lot of different schools, big and small and coming back to a small liberal arts college from a large state
school where I was teaching before has just made it a very nice experience. Campus housing also really helps. Manhattanville is a
small enough community where I can get to know people very well. You really get to interact with students and student groups and
get to know faculty. I also have to mention that the amazing diversity of such a small school is something that I love. I can hear three
languages just walking between the library and the cafeteria! So, that’s great.
How do you think students can benefit from a small liberal arts college like Manhattanville?
The size allows them to take time to get to know their professors and to develop mentoring relationships.
There is also a lot of opportunity to find student groups interested in social causes. There is really a group
for everything and I like it when students get involved and come to class trying to get the word out about
causes and events that are important to them.

“Be patient,
but
persistent”

In what areas did you specialize during your post grad years and why?
I do a lot of International Economics and comparatively, a focus on Africa and Latin America. To tell you the truth, I have no idea
why, but those interests developed in grad school. I was going to study in Germany when I was in undergrad, but then I went
overseas and that was really what made me interested in the developing world and I realized that Economics is very important.
How important was travel to your life and to what you are doing right now?
It changed my life completely! I would definitely encourage people to do that. If you want to learn, travel, and there are definitely
much more opportunities to do that these days. I think students don’t realize they can do it without spending a whole lot of money.
Travel really made me see life differently. I was born and raised in Ohio and when I landed in Guatemala and saw goats literally on
the runway, eating the grass, I realized how most of the world lives in poverty and it made me really appreciate the life I had.
Do you have any advice for graduating seniors?
Be patient, but persistent. Because it is going to take time to get to where you want to be, but as long as you are patient and
persistent, you can do it. It took me fifteen years to get where I want to be, which is here. It is a bumpy road sometimes.
Of all the classes you are teaching this semester, which is your favorite ?
I personally love to be able to teach seminars on special topics. Right now, I am teaching a class on Brazil, Russia, India and China;
emerging BRIC countries. Any class having to do with Africa and the developing world, I love to teach, but my intro classes are
always fun. I taught a first year seminar and that was great. I want to keep doing those.
Would you encourage Freshmen to take classes in the International Studies Program? If so, why?
I would definitely encourage them to because you have to understand the world outside the United States, and if you do not come out
of college with some sort of broader understanding, then you are not going to be able to compete. I think the panels we have had
here, such as Human Right Awareness Day, are great for this. Take advantage of the school’s commitment to global citizenship,
service and it’s proximity to New York. Other liberal arts colleges do not have these opportunities.
By: Nendirmwa Parradang ‘15
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Student Spotlight: Nendirmwa Parradang ‘15

This newsletter’s student spotlight is on talented Nendirmwa
Parradang, who is graduating this semester with a major in
International Studies. In this interview she tells us more about her
background, her interests and her internships during her fours years at
Manhattanville College.

Her name is Nendirmwa Parradang and she comes from
Nigeria. She came to Manhattanville College four years ago to
pursue a degree in International Studies and a double minor in French and
Creative & Professional Writing. I asked about how she got interested in
the field of International Studies and she excitedly responded saying, “I
have always been interested in global affairs, my father works for the
Nigeria Immigration Services Agency back home. I remember how my family and I religiously used to watch the
news and casually discuss different economic, political and social problems. From an early age, I decided and never
doubted that I would focus on this field when I entered college.”
Within the International Studies Program, she chose to concentrate on Global Cultural Studies because she
thinks “it is important to know more about the people you want to help” instead of following an overly rigid
program that distances you from relating with people who are not similar.
When I asked her about her future and what she would like to do, she replied that her objective in the long
term is to go back to Nigeria. Presently, she is trying to decide on which graduate school she should attend. Among
her choices are NYU, St. John’s University and Columbia University. Her main goal is to engage in further study
and to possibly gain work experience or an internship. But, ultimately, she hopes to return to Nigeria.
I asked her about how she feels helping out with the International Studies newsletter. She said that she likes
the fact that she has to interact with a lot of people in the Program, faculty as well as students. Conversations with
them provide the opportunity to see the amazing things and the improvements happening within the International
Studies Program. Even though she is also writing her senior thesis while editing the newsletter this semester, she
has really enjoyed being able to do it.
Nendir is writing her thesis about Boko Haram’s emergence as a result of Nigeria’s history,
inequality and corruption. Two weeks ago, she was a panelist on the Basma T. Wahhaj lecture about the future of
Islam, in which she gave her perspective, including her personal experiences on the subject.
Finally, I asked her about her favorite internship. She replied, “the one I did back in Nigeria for the United
Nations Office of Crime and Drugs.” She loved it because she had the opportunity to interact with people who had
been trafficked. She confessed that even though she was really engaged with the experience, sometimes it was hard
because it seemed like no progress was being made, especially when she had to speak with the Nigerian House of
Representatives and witness how they ignored this social problem. This inspires her to make real change some day.

By: Nury Charro Live ‘16
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INS Forum: Elizabeth McClintock
On Thursday, November 13, 2014. the International Studies Program
invited the campus community to an open forum and lecture by Elizabeth
McClintock in the Berman Students’ Center Theater. The event was a lively
back and forth between Ms. McClintock and the audience.
Elizabeth McClintock is a Founder and Managing Partner of
CM Partners LLC, an organization involved with conflict management and
leadership training around the world. Liz holds an AB from Dartmouth College
and a MALD from the Fletcher School, Tufts University, and is currently a
Ph.D. candidate at the Fletcher School.
Ms. McClintock’s copious work experience shaped the lecture that
she delivered. She spoke extensively about her time in Burundi, where she cofacilitated a 6-month conflict resolution training program for the Burundian
National Commission on demobilization and reintegration. Reflecting on her
work as a peace builder in Burundi, Ms. McClintock stressed the importance of
getting each side to view the other as human. She explained that through past
experiences of violence and ingrained perceptions, the real challenge was getting the participants to acknowledge that the hurt
was not one-sided and everyone involved needed to heal. She also worked in Liberia for two years as the lead facilitator for a
collaborative capacity-building project managed by the Liberian government in Timor-Leste.
Ms. McClintock discussed her time in the Peace Corps working in Morocco. She told captivating stories of the cultural
adjustments she made such as realizing that shorts were not an option, even in 100-degree weather. However, she said this cultural dissonance taught her an important lesson. She stressed that we must not try to change a people to suit our ideals, but work
within their culture, if we truly want to help. She explained that she became more comfortable with her Moroccan community,
by coaching a girls’ basketball team (which she greatly enjoyed) and that service made her new neighbors more comfortable
with her.
Perhaps the strongest lesson McClintock aimed to
teach at the lecture was that peace building is painstaking work
and sometimes it might feel that the work is for naught, but in
the end it is always worth it. She explained that she had been
working in Burundi for years and sometimes it seemed like
nothing had changed since the civil war, but whenever she saw
a small glimpse of progress, she knew that the work she had
done had been well worth the trouble.
By: Nendirmwa Parradang ‘15
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Study Abroad: Cuba
Although many perceive Cuba as the land of sugar cane,
tobacco, and beautiful women, this is a myopic view of what Cuba and
its people have to offer. Once you actually live in Cuba you realize the
people are incredibly intelligent, resourceful, witty, and so culturally
vibrant, it dispels whatever stereotypes you may have had about them.
The first day I landed in Cuba it was like I had gone through a
time machine and was back in the 1950´s. Havana is a time capsule
filled with architecture, cars, furniture, that seemed to have emerged
from the 1950s. When I watched old Cuban films, I was amazed to
discover that the buildings and sidewalks had not changed. And while
the external aspects remain the same, the people, especially the youth,
are incredibly aware of the world outside of Cuba.
As I studied in the University of Havana, I was amazed by its
preservation and natural beauty. However, my interest focused less on the classes and more on the Cuban people and their
culture. I became heavily involved with Cubans and was considered by the natives as one of them. What captivated me most was
the Cuban pride that I seemed to find in everyone, especially in the black Cubans. This was in contrast to
my own experience as an African American, where our community struggles mightily with a lack of pride
“I learned
and sense of belonging. When I spoke to the Afro-Cubans they exhibited so much of this pride. The Afromore about
Cubans I met credit this to their education about their country’s history and more positive information
the value of
about their black ancestors, rather than negative. Every Cuban you speak to will tell you that Cuba had
life in 4
slavery, but they will also tell you how those slaves, their ancestors, built the architecture, introduced the
religion of Santeria, and continued to overcome slavery and build a nation of strong hard working people.
months, than
I have never met people who work so hard every day, have so little, and still have such an innate sense of
in all my
pride. The Cuban people have their problems with the government and wish for a better life, but they still
life”
have the utmost respect and love for their country, and many of their songs sing about mi tierra linda, my
beautiful land.
Besides the national pride, the majority of Cubans are very involved in their nation’s religion of Santeria. Every
Cuban I met knew about their saints and follows the practices. Oftentimes, while walking during the day, I would hear the drums
being played for rituals or find a chicken’s head on the corner of the sidewalk. I especially loved the fact that every Saturday,
there are different gatherings where people come to sing and dance. There is a dance for each saint and colored beads that people
would wear depending on which saint they were celebrating.
From the religious rituals, national pride, food, language, and even parties I attended, I learned more about the value of
life in 4 months, than in all my life. Cuba is a place so untouched by consumerism that it really opens your eyes to see the value
in people, life, culture, religion, and much more. I would recommend a visit to Cuba to all because it really shows
reality not clogged by media but with the purity of life.
By: Amanda Armenteros ‘16

Casa de Rumba

El Callejon de Jamel
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Volunteer Work in Thailand!
All I knew was that I wanted to have a chance to work with animals. After
deciding I wanted to travel to Thailand, I did a Google search of different volunteer
programs I could work with. I came across Safari Volunteers, watched all the videos and
read all the reviews and decided to apply. I was ecstatic when I was accepted to the
program and a few months later I found myself traveling to Kanchanaburi, Thailand, where
I knew no one, and had no idea what I was getting myself into. After a 20+ hour flight,
another 3 hour bus trip and an hour and a half moped drive on Thai highways, I made it to
the Safari Park Open Zoo, where I immediately set my bags down and proceeded to walk
into an enclosure known as the butterfly garden, with four-year old leopards.
Meet Delphine, Mata, Mowgli, and Catalina. I had the pleasure of training these
beautiful cats for two weeks, something I realized that I did well. Before I worked with
these cats, however, I had the amazing opportunity of running the cub’s team for about two
weeks. I worked with a wonderful pair of lion twins who were 6 months old, a baby tiger who was 5 months, two 6-month-old
leopards, and two 2-month-old leopards. Between the feeding and playing, I was incredibly busy. The park had many more animals, with whom I also worked throughout the day. I was able to work with giraffes, elephants, zebras, and many species of monkeys. My experience with Safari Volunteers in Thailand was probably the most incredible thing I have ever done. My time was up
way too quickly, but I do plan on going back in the future whenever I can. How many people can say they have been a big cat
trainer?
By: Jessica Donovan ‘15
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Study Abroad: Galapagos Islands

A bolón, a plantain ball with cheese, sits alongside scrambled eggs
on my plate. A banana smoothie and a cup of coffee usually accompany
these two. Living on the top floor of a smoothie shop in San Cristóbal,
Galápagos, has its perks, and one of the grandest is probably breakfast.
Campus is only thirteen minutes away from home, and along the way I
cross a bridge under which sea lions love to nap and the air smells of fish.
Despite being malodorous, sea lions are the most beautiful paradox in the
animal kingdom; their graceful ways in the water are the complete
opposite of their absurd movements on land, which is why I have
become enamored of their whiskered faces and tiny ears. Playa Mann, the
beach right across from campus, is home to sea lions too, making the walk
to class all the more enjoyable.
During our month in Quito, I had the privilege of attending
class in some of the most ecologically distinct areas of the world. A threeday stay in the Andes followed our week in a research station in the Amazon. As if this were not enough, I had the honor of sitting among members
of WWF, Sea Shepherds, Fundar Galápagos, and an environmental lawyer
during a panel on ecological and social causes taking place in Galápagos.
Studying abroad in Quito and Galapagos has given me insight into the operations concerning natural resource management and their dependence on social structures, concepts that are generally not covered in a traditional academic setting.
While studying abroad, I had to deal with the
consequences of altitude sickness in Quito due to the
lack of potable water and a tsunami alert in Galapagos.
However, all of these experiences have made my stay in
Ecuador memorable. During my short stay in the
country, I acquired exceptional academic knowledge and
made friends ranging from students with an obsession
with plants or genes and even medical school, to my
competitive host-grandfather with whom I played cards
in our smoothie shop. I am already thinking of my next
visit to Ecuador. In the meantime, I will continue to
remember the peculiar noises of the enormous sea lion
colony a block away from my house as I fell asleep.
(Luckily, their smell did not make it to my window.).

By: Karla Boza ‘15
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Human Rights Awareness Day

On November 15, 2014, Manhattanville College
celebrated its 8th annual Human Rights Awareness Day. The
day continues to mark a special time when students and faculty
come together to highlight the rich diversity of our campus
community and the broader human rights challenges of our
generation. Last semester’s program featured an interactive
diversity workshop led by the Big Apple Playback Theatre, a
discussion on autism facilitated by Nick Lombardi, and poster
sessions organized by various student-led organizations who
highlighted their work to promote human rights. Embodying the
very essence of all that Human Rights Awareness Day
represents, as well as Manhattanville College’s call for global
citizenship, was keynote speaker Shant Mardirossian. Mr.
Mardirossian is not only the Chair of the Near East Foundation,
but also the grandson of an Armenian Genocide survivor.
Speaking about the historical context of the Near East Foundation, Mr. Mardirossian noted that for most of
history, humanitarianism and international development had existed in the form of missionary work. With hundreds
upon hundreds of missionary volunteers already stationed on the Anatolian peninsula, the broader international
community was very involved and aware of the dire circumstances taking place in the region as early as the 1890s.
With the cooperation and help of the diplomatic community, persecution of the Ottoman Armenians was brought to
the fore of Western news circles. At the helm of organizing this international humanitarian response was the Near
East Relief. Founded in 1915, the Near East Relief, later known as the Near East Foundation, would soon organize
one of the largest and most successful humanitarian campaigns in history.
Today, with the help of its donors, the Near East Foundation supports roughly three full-time administrative staff and 70 overseas field agents, working in countries like Egypt, Armenia, Jordan, Morocco, Mali, Palestine
and Sudan. It facilitates projects in four distinct categories: building peace through economic cooperation; natural
resource management and climate change; civic engagement; and women’s education and business development.
Since 2010, the Near East Foundation has directly worked with over 300,000 people through the creation of small
business development, agricultural improvements, civic involvement, and inter-ethnic and cross-border reconciliation.
There is no question as to how much impact the Near East Foundation has had over the past 100 years. Had
it not been for the work of the Near East Relief, Mr. Mardirossian reminded the audience, his grandmother would
not have escaped persecution during the Armenian Genocide. Since 1915, people from around the world have been
given hope for a better future. The Near East Foundation’s ability to evolve throughout times of political and institutional change in the international arena, has allowed them to continue helping those in need.

By: Karina Edouard ‘15
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Foundation for Peace’s Newest Intern

They say you can never really understand a man until you
walk a mile in his shoes. After my first experience working in the
Dominican Republic, I realized just how much this is true.
Almost five years ago, I got on a plane with my high school
youth group headed for the first time toward this tiny Caribbean
island to spend a week working to alleviate poverty in an extremely
destitute area. The trip was facilitated by Foundation for Peace, a non
-profit organization with headquarters in Haiti, Kenya, and the
Dominican Republic that works directly with the impoverished
communities to not only alleviate their needs, but also to bridge
cultural gaps. Additionally, it strives to build relationships between
the local people and the mission groups who come down to serve.
The goal of our trip was to help build a school in a small town called
La Javilla de la Cruz, and we were all under the impression that we were going to be the ones who were changing lives. Little did
I know that the people in that tiny community, on this tiny island, were going to change my life forever.
When I first met the people I was trying to help, I was overwhelmingly and overpoweringly bombarded with love. My
hand was constantly being held by at least one child, and people I had met two days before greeted me each morning as if I was a
cherished and life-long friend. Everywhere I went, I felt nothing but acceptance and belonging. I was utterly struck dumb by this
community, who lived in tin shacks but would still give the shirt off their backs to any one of us at a moment’s notice, and who
made me feel such a level of warmth and love after just one week. I returned to the US feeling like I had left my home back in
the DR. I realized that it was not just an enormous honor to work side-by-side with these incredible people, but a God-given gift,
a blessing beyond what I can describe, and something I knew I did not ever want to stop doing.
Five years later, after initially entering Manhattanville as a biology major, I felt the call to spend the rest of my life
trying to return the love that the people of La Javilla had once given me. I officially declared my major as international studies
with minors in both Spanish and Studio Art, contacted Foundation for Peace, and was accepted for a six month internship in the
Dominican Republic.
After taking an official leave of absence from school for the spring semester of 2015, I traveled to the DR to what would
be my home for the next six months. I have been here for about a month now and will stay until early July, and already I can tell
that is by far not enough time. Since I’ve been here, I’ve gained a second family, reached out to more communities, and done
some amazing work. As an intern for Foundation for Peace, my main job is to work on whatever projects or tasks we have
coming up and take care of those mission groups who come down to serve. So far FOP has had two nursing groups come down
and provide free medical clinic visits to thousands of patients who have little or no access to doctors otherwise. There are many
more groups coming, including those coming to help construction on various churches, schools, and water filtration systems
throughout the country. FOP has also been working on organizing and distributing donated school and medical supplies, which
takes quite a bit of organization and time. I have also been given the role of
English teacher, and have started teaching classes in three communities so far
for people of all ages, and hope to soon begin teaching in my beloved La Javilla.
And, while all of this is happening, I am the unofficial photographer, documenting our communities and work as we go.
So far my time here has been nothing but one amazing opportunity
after another, and I hope to continue to be able to make a difference in every
way that I can. I am learning and gaining experience for my future at and after
Manhattanville, and maybe, if possible, return even a fraction of the love I
receive in this country every day.

By: Meghan Hughes ‘17
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The Charlie Hebdo Panel Discussion
The interdisciplinary
panel discussion on the
Charlie Hebdo attacks held
at Manhattanville on Feb. 4
was a great opportunity for
students and faculty
members to hear different
perspectives about what
occurred in Paris in January
2015. The panelists included Professors Mohamed Mbodj, Elizabeth Cherry, Jimmy Jones, Peter Gardella, Irene
Whelan, Van Hartmann, Christopher Sarver, Binita Mehta, and alumna Warda Khan’12.
The event open with Professor Mehta informing the audience about what happened on the day of the attacks.
In the morning of January 7, 2015, two brothers, French nationals of Algerian origin, entered the offices of satirical
newspaper Charlie Hebdo in Paris, shooting 11 people, including prominent cartoonists of the newspaper, and
injuring 12. The manhunt lasted two days and the brothers were shot dead by the police on January 9, 2015.
Each professor, representing different departments on campus such as English, World Religions, Political
Science, African Studies, and History, gave their brief opinions and perspectives on the attacks. Alumna Warda
Khan’12, born and raised in Pakistan, stated that it is a shame that these things happen because Islam will continue to
be associated with violence and terrorism. She recounted how when she was visiting her home country during the
winter break, several protests took place against the actions of the two Muslim brothers who were responsible for the
attack. Clearly, as she stated, the majority of Muslims around the world do not engage in violence and terrorist acts
Following Khan, Professor Whelan spoke about religious discrimination in a general sense, and how
Catholics were persecuted in Ireland. Professor Gardella shared a sample of some of the cartoon covers of the Charlie
Hebdo publication to demonstrate that their satirical attacks were directed at all religions. He brought a
historical perspective to the table, recalling how Islam is not the only religion that has engaged in the use of violence.
One of the most important topics discussed during the panel was the limits of freedom of speech and if indeed
there should be any limits on it. Professor Van Hartmann, from the English Department, spoke about the meaning of
comedy and brought an interesting perspective on the satire employed by Charlie Hebdo. He said “Laughter is an important social tool.” Professor Cherry said that the publication does not attack one single religion or group of
people, which makes it an “equal opportunity offender.”
On the other hand, other professors stated that even though acts of terror are never justifiable, Charlie Hebdo
does indeed promote a culture of disrespect and intolerance towards religion, which crosses the limits of freedom of
speech. “If Islam was General Motors, it would have a huge PR problem,” stated Professor Jones, referring to how
there is a very small percentage of Muslims who engage in acts of terror and violence and damage the religion’s
reputation. Professor Jones also stated that “cultures learn behaviors,” and that “what we say has consequences.”
Professor Christopher Sarver spoke about hypocrisy in the media. He mentioned the fact that 2000 people
were killed in Nigeria by Boko Haram and there was no virtually no media response - no one said “IamNigeria.”
The discussion ended with questions from the audience. The main focus of the lively discussion that followed
considered if there should be any limits and checks to what it is published or broadcast in the media.

By: Valeria Ricciulli-Marin ‘15
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from INS 2001: Intro to World Cultures through
Literature and Film (Prof. Wickert)

Depression and Cognitive Dissonance in Post-Colonial
Africa
African countries achieved their independence and freedom following acts
of courage in which blood was shed and thousands of lives were lost. This process
was indeed traumatic for the inhabitants of countries like Kenya and Ghana, since
they witnessed the worst of horrors for the sake of their liberty. The European colonizers had built their empire in Africa, conquering land over manipulated and
made-up divisions in order to gain more power. Africans did not only have to fight
their European colonizers for independence, but also some of their own people who had different views and perceptions
regarding colonialism. “Divide and conquer,” comes to mind when analyzing the methods used by the English, French,
and Portuguese in taking the future of a whole continent into their own hands. An example of that is shown in Ngugi
Wa Thiong’o’s novel Weep Not, Child, in which there are several families of natives that are favored by the colonizers
and given economic and social privileges. They were, of course, not in favor of overthrowing the English (in the case of
Kenya) as they were content with the lives they had - which led to misunderstanding and complications. On the other
hand, post-colonialism brought its own set of issues. Who was going to lead? What decisions were going to be made?
What ideologies were going to prevail? These were some of the questions that Africans asked themselves after the colonizers left. There was, indeed, a cultural identity crisis accompanied by confusion regarding their culture, their values,
and how to align them with the westernized views they had acquired during the colonial era and that modernization was
imposing on them.
Njoroge, the main character in Ngugi Wa Thiongo’s novel Weep Not, Child, exemplifies the struggle to fight
colonialism and the transition to independence for the inhabitants of 1950s Kenya. He is the youngest of a working class
traditional African family - with a father that sustains a polygamous, successful marriage with two different women.
The fact that he’s the youngest allows him to symbolize the hope of progress for the family: Njoroge is the first one to
be sent to school. As he sees the hard lives of his brothers, he acknowledges the responsibility of becoming an educated
man and what that requires of him in his society. He dreams about the changes he could bring to his beloved country. In
his early school years he naively acknowledges what is happening around him. Later, he longs for a world that is similar
to his school - in which everyone can coexist peacefully regardless of race and color of the skin: “The school itself was
an abode of peace in a turbulent country…Here he would organize his thoughts and make definite plans for the future.
He was sure that with patience and hard work, his desire to have learning would be fulfilled. Maybe the sun would soon
arise to announce a new day” (Thiong'o 120). In an attempt to keep himself hopeful, he pushes his country’s political
issues aside, as he concentrates on his studies. However, fate makes him confront his reality, as he is unjustly accused of
killing Jacobo, the owner of the land where he and his family live. He realizes the unjust nature of his surroundings and
the struggles that his people are facing. This makes him feel completely hopeless - all his aspirations of being Kenya’s
hero fade away as he is cruelly tortured and witnesses his father’s death. […]
Certainly, Njoroge was experiencing cognitive dissonance. He realized that his thoughts and ideas could not
become a reality since the circumstances were against them. Giving up one’s lifetime ideals and not being able to support them with actions eventually leads to depression and identity crisis, which is what Njoroge experiences at the end
of the novel. As Frantz Fanon states in Black Skin, White Masks:
Sometimes people hold a core belief that is very strong. When they are presented with evidence that works
against that belief, the new evidence cannot be accepted. It would create a feeling that is extremely uncomfortable, called cognitive dissonance. And because it is so important to protect the core belief, they will rationalize, ignore and even deny anything that doesn't fit in with the core belief. (Fanon)
Njoroge’s denial was to give up his dreams, and even attempt to end his own life. This might have been felt by
many Kenyan people in the midst of grieving for their loved ones who died for the country, and experiencing the uncertainty of the future.
Contd. on next page
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Esi is one of the characters from the Ama Ata Aidoo’s novel Changes: A Love Story that also exemplifies the
transition between the struggle against colonialism and post-colonialism. While Njoroge experiences the struggle to
achieve freedom, Esi lives in a post-colonial society in which westernized views have started to become stronger and to
conflict with traditional African views of gender roles and family values. Esi is an independent woman who works for
the Department of Urban Statistics of Ghana. She is extremely ambitious and dedicated to her career, which makes her
different from most other women of her same age group and society. The only way in which she follows
“conventional” guidelines of being an African woman of the 1990s is the fact that she is married and has a child. Even
though she enjoys her job, she lives a troubled life as she is seen as too “progressive,” due to the fact that she is not
solely dedicated to her household, she is unusually slim, she does not want a large family, and she values
independence. When one day her husband forces her into sexual intercourse, she decides to divorce him and seek a
more promising future for herself and for her own happiness. When she meets Ali, a well-traveled, successful, married
Muslim, she thinks that she has found true happiness; however, he becomes the source of her cognitive dissonance and
identity conflict:
All Esi was aware of was desolation. As for her mind, it was completely blank. She did not know what to do
and was not sure whether she had to do anything. What made everything bad was that she had been aware that
her grandmother and Opokuya had tried very hard to warn her. She had just been a real fool. What was she to
do? Where did she go from here? Too tired to do anything else, she continued to sit on the edge of her bed
while the tears too continued streaming down her face. After a while, she thought she should get up, go and
wash her face and begin to pull herself together. But even that seemed like such a massive operation; as
though someone had tasked her to rebuild the world. She continued to sit. (Aidoo 194).
While her main objective when leaving her husband was to be happy, in Ali she hopes to experience a true passion. However, Ali ends up being everything she is fleeing from in the first place: infidelity, patriarchy, deceit. And
when she realizes that her former core beliefs did not match her actions by being with a married man with several mistresses, she becomes severely depressed. Similarly to Njoroge, she experiences cognitive dissonance and reaches a
state of hopelesness and sadness that does not allow her to function for a long period of time.
Transitioning between colonialism and post-colonialism does not only require adjusting to a whole new different government, rules, and society. It also requires adjusting to the changes in ideologies and perceptions regarding
progress, family values, and gender roles. Human beings enjoy feeling control over their own lives and acting according to their personal core values and beliefs. That is why when a major change occurs in their surroundings, which
threatens the way they can act on their ideas, they experience cognitive dissonance. That is what happens to both
Njoroge and Esi when they are confronted with the reality of their societies and how it does not allow them to keep
their dreams hopeful and their views alive. As they both struggle internally, they represent the generalized feeling of
uncertainty that most of the inhabitants of Ghana and Kenya felt in between their struggle for independence and their
new post-colonial state.
By: Valeria Ricciulli-Marin ‘15
_______________________________________________

Alumni Updates
Nicolle Ocasio (’13), who minored in both German and Japanese, is continuing to pursue these languages. She spent 4
months of last year perfecting her German at the summer program of the Free University of Berlin. Working in
Germany is one of her goals. However, she is also eager to advance her Japanese and work in Japan, so she recently
applied for a position teaching English in Japan through the Japan Exchange and Teaching Program. If that works out,
she may eventually become a German language teacher in Japan! We’re excited for her and wish her all the best!
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Alumni Updates contd.
Adriana Valdes (‘11)
Since graduating in 2011, life has been very busy with travel, work, and dance. In the spring of
2012 I lived in Buenos Aires, Argentina, for two months completing an internship with RACI
(Argentine Network for International Cooperation). Working with RACI and living with an
Argentinian host family really opened my eyes to the current social, political, and economic
predicaments in Argentina and in Latin America in general. During my stay in Buenos Aires, I
was able to travel a little within Argentina and visit neighboring Uruguay. In the summer of
2013, I travelled extensively through Mexico visiting Mexico City, Queretaro, San Miguel de
Allende, San Luis Potosi, Guadalajara, and Manzanillo. In the near future, I hope to travel to
Colombia and Cuba.
I am currently employed at a nonprofit organization based in NYC called Global Children
Cambodia. We empower youth from underserved communities and orphanages through education, the arts, and character development. Global Children Cambodia has implemented various programs for youth, including performing arts training and hygiene education. Through our “Building a Brighter Future” professional program, young and impoverished Cambodians are provided with full university scholarships, housing, healthcare, food, laptops, books, and leadership training. I am developing fundraising campaigns and coordinating the organization’s upcoming events.

Meryl Roux (‘14)
I have been interning with the International Rescue Committee (IRC) as a Corporate Alliance
intern since June of 2014. The IRC is an aid organization that responds to the world’s worst
humanitarian crises and helps displaced people to survive and rebuild their lives. Our team's
mission is to develop sustainable partnerships with like-minded for-profit organizations through
cause-marketing initiatives and promotions. My team does such inspiring work and I am
grateful for having been on board with the IRC for so long now. I have learned that bridging the
public and the private sector together is such a powerful thing to advance humanity!
I recently got into two International Affairs/Relations programs at NYU and was trying to
decide on which program to attend, but I just got a job offer to work full-time with the IRC
as a Corporate Alliances Manager, starting in two weeks. I am thrilled, and beyond grateful.

Megan Angley (‘11)
This past May I graduated from NYU's Master of Public Health, Community and International Health program. With regard to work, I just accepted an offer (today actually) for a
position at a charitable organization in NYC that provides grants for health research and
development in the US and abroad. Finally, on a more personal note, I got engaged to my
long-time boyfriend this past December while we were visiting Montreal.
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In Memoriam: Professor Kwan Ha Yim, 1929 – 2015
The College and the International Studies Program mourns the recent
passing of Kwan Ha Yim. Professor Yim, who was born in North Korea and
received his Ph.D. from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts
University, taught at Manhattanville for almost 50 years -- from 1964-2013. The
legacy he leaves behind as a teacher and a scholar is very large indeed. He has a
distinguished record of scholarly publications on China and Chinese-American
relations, as well as on the two Koreas, Japanese-Korean relations and the South
Korean dissident movements. Some of our current juniors and seniors may have
been lucky enough to have experienced him in the classroom, where he taught one
of our INS core courses, International Politics, as well as electives such as
International Law, The US as a Pacific Power, War and Human Rights, The Search
for Peace, and Model UN, among others. All will remember him as an incredibly
knowledgeable teacher and scholar, and a man of great integrity distinguished by his elegant demeanor and soft-spoken
voice. Professor Yim gives new meaning to the phrase “a scholar and a gentleman.”
The International Studies Program owes Professor Yim a special debt of gratitude, since it was he who
developed the proposal for an interdisciplinary INS major that was submitted to and approved by the State Education
Department in Albany in the mid-seventies. Professor Yim remained very involved with the INS Program over the years
and served on the INS Faculty Committee for several decades. I personally have very good memories of Professor Yim
serving as a colleague with me on various committees and as a voice of reason and institutional memory at faculty
meetings. I also fondly remember our conversations over the years, including one prolonged one after the fall of the
Berlin Wall and the reunification of East and West Germany, in which he expressed the hope that his own homeland of
Korea might someday share a similar good fortune.
We will always remember and honor Kwan Ha Yim as the founder of our International Studies Program, as a
wonderful teacher and scholar, and as a kind, gentle human being. We extend our heartfelt condolences to his widow,
Elizabeth, and his children.
By: Professor Gabriele Wickert

Upcoming Events
*Thursday, April 23 @ 7 p.m., East Library, Reid Castle, INS Forum,

Speaker: Nicole Friederichs, Practitioner in Residence, Indigenous
Peoples Rights Clinic, Suffolk University Law School, Boston, MA.
Co-sponsored with Sociology/Anthropology.
*Monday, April 27 , 7 p.m., Ophir Dining Room, Reid Castle, INS Senior
Thesis Presentations.
*Wednesday, April 29 , 7 p.m., East Library, Reid Castle, INS Senior
Thesis Presentations,
Nicole Friederichs
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INS Electives, Fall 2015
INS Courses
INS.1008, Intro To Global Studies (Core)
INS.2050, Environmental Geography (Elective)
INS.3003 Senior Seminar: International Studies (Core)
Electives from other Departments and Programs by Concentration
An Asterisk (*) Indicates A 1000 Level. No more than one 1000 level course may be used as an elective!
Courses Taken For INS Elective Credit cannot be double-counted for the student’s double major or minor
Poli-Eco Relations
ECO.3018, Eco of Developing Countries
FIN.3017, Global Finance
MKT.2006, International Marketing
*POS.1037, International Politics I (INS Core Requirement)
POS.2011, Comparative Politics I
POS.2042, Model U.N.
POS.2068, Sports and Int'l Relations
POS.3108, Search For Peace
African Studies
AFS.2019, Intro to African Studies
AFS.2082, Ancient African History
AFS.3014, African-American History
AFS.3030, Modern South Africa
*ARH.1042, Art of Africa, Oceania & Amer
ENG.3107, Writing Africa: Col/Post-Col
HIS.2082, Ancient African History
Asian Studies
*ARH.1070, Survey of East Asian Arts
ASN.2033, History of Traditional China (Cross-Listed with HIS 2067)
ASN.2050, Religions of Japan (Cross-Listed With WREL 2050)
ANTH.2030, Cultures of East Asia
HIS.2067, History of Traditional China
European Studies
ARH.2011, Greek Art
ARH.2001, Contemporary Art
DTH.3203, Survey of Dramatic Lit II
FRN.2055, French Cinema (Taught In English)
FRN.3024, Intro to Analysis of French Texts (Taught In French)
ENG.3026, Shakespeare on Film
HIS.2098, European Culture 1848-1945
MUH.2011, Survey of Western Music I
MUH.3011, Music of the 20th Century
SPN.3011, The Spanish Golden Age (Taught in Spanish)

Latin American Studies
*ARH.1042, Art of Africa, Oceania & Amer
ARH.2023, 20th Century Latin Amer Art
*HIS.1025, Indigenous & Colonial Lat Amer
HIS.3127, Latin Amer Economic History
SPN.2032, Analysis of Spanish Amer Lit (Taught In Spanish)
SPN.3046, Literature and Film in Cuba (Taught In Spanish)
Global Cultural Studies
*ANTH.1050, Cultural Anthropology
ARH.3063, Sex & Gender In Ancient Art
CAM.4076, Artists Video
CSCH 1090AH, Saints and Sinners
CSCH 3060 Music and Politics
ENF.2088, Hist of Cinema I: Up To WWII
ENF. 4020, Topics In Film Genre (Horror Films)
ENF.3173, Queer Film & Media Studies
*ENG.1017, Intro Postcolonial Lit
ENG.2092, Postmodernism
*HIS.1034, World History I: Before 1500
*HIS.1036, World History II: Since 1500 (INS Core Requirement)
HIS.3002, The Great War, 1914-1918
HIS.3071, World War II Revisited
HOLC.3036, The Holocaust in Film
HOLC.3037, The Holocaust and Culture
MPE.3608, Cross Cult Perspect of Sport
SOC.2000, Environmental Sociology
WREL.1014, Intro to World Religions
WREL.2039, Religion, Reason, And Ethics
WREL.2050, Religions of Japan (Cross-listed with ASN 2050)
WREL.3008, Christianity
Global Justice
BIO.1016, Endangered Earth
BIO.2007, Current Environ Problems
POS.3108, Search For Peace
SOC.2000, Environmental Sociology
WREL.2039, Religion, Reason, And Ethics

