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Director’s Corner: A Note From the INS Director Binita Mehta
As I approach the end of my first semester
as Director of the International Studies (INS)
Program, I am grateful to have inherited this robust
interdisciplinary program from Professor Gabriele
Wickert. (see interview pp. 3-4). During her tenure
as Director, she was instrumental in instituting several innovations to the program, among them,
streamlining the number of courses required for the
core and introducing two new courses,
“Introduction to Global Studies” and “Global Economy,” specifically geared toward the needs and interests of INS majors.
These innovations helped attract many
students to the International Studies major.
Currently, the Program has 30 majors— 13 seniors,
10 juniors, 7 sophomores, and 1 freshman. All INS
majors are required to take 6 core courses and 7
electives in the following areas of concentration:
International Political/Economic Relations, International Management, Asian Studies, African Studies,
European Studies, Latin American Studies, Global
Cultural Studies, and Global Justice. They can also
self-design their major with the approval of the
Director. The Program maintains a list of electives,

drawn from the different Departments and Programs at Manhattanville College, from which INS
majors can choose every semester (see p. 11)
On the co-curricular front, the Program
organizes an INS Forum every semester, where
invited speakers share their experiences with INS
majors. This fall, we have invited Kitty Pilgrim,
Manhattanville alumna and Board of Trustees member, to be the speaker at the INS Forum. Ms.
Pilgrim, who had a long career as an international
correspondent with CNN, has currently embarked
on a second career as a writer. This event,
co-sponsored with the Communication Studies
Department and the English Department, will take
place in the Ophir Room on Wednesday, November 28, 2012 at 7 p.m.
Each fall, INS majors present their senior
theses in a public forum (see p.14). This year, these
presentations will take place on December 3rd and
6th (see Upcoming Events below).
Please read this newsletter to find out more
about the activities of our current INS majors,
about INS events in fall ’12 and spring ‘13, and news
about our enterprising

Upcoming Events




INS Forum, November 28, 2012 @7 p.m., Ophir Room - Kitty Pilgrim,
Manhattanville alumna and Board of Trustees Member, will discuss her experiences as an
international correspondent for CNN and her current career as a writer.
INS Senior Theses Presentations, December 3, 2012, 7-10 p.m., East Library & Thursday, December 6, 7-10 p.m. Reid Study (see p. 14 for topics)
Save the Date - Spring 2013
*Not-for Profit Careers Networking Event - Tuesday, April 16, 2013. The INS Program is one of the co-sponsors of this event being organized by the Center for Career
Development (CCD). Other co-sponsors are the Duchesne Center and the Student
Government Association (SGA). Details to follow.
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Our INS Faculty

WHO WE ARE
The INS Faculty Committee is comprised of:
Binita Mehta (Director, INS/French)
Peter Bell (INS)
Lawson Bowling (History)
James Bryan (Economics/Finance/Management)
John Carney (Political Science)
George Castellanos (Spanish/Latin American Studies)
Theresa Kelleher (Asian Studies)
Laurence Krute (Education)
Mohamed Mbodj (History/African Studies)
Gregory Swedberg (History/Latin American Studies)
Irene Whelan (History/Irish Studies)
Gabriele Wickert (INS/German)
Rev. Wil Tyrrell (World Religions/Duchesne Center)
Marina Adese/ Meryl Roux/ Karina Edouard (Student Representatives)
[The INS Faculty Committee usually meets once a year to review the Program and to address specific concerns. If you have concerns that you would like to bring to the attention of the Committee, please be in contact with the Director, or with one of the student representatives listed above]
Remember: All majors must have an advisor from the International Studies Committee

We would like to thank INS Program Assistant and senior Marina Adese for her
creativity and hard work in the writing, editing, design, and layout of this
Newsletter!
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Faculty Spotlight
Honoring Professor Gabriele Wickert
Interview by Marina Adese
In the International Studies (INS) Program, we
all know Professor Gabriele Wickert. Whether one has
taken a class with her, seen her presenting at an INS
Forum, had her as an advisor, or simply recognize her
as the now former Director, we all appreciate her enormous contributions to the INS Program and to Manhattanville College. It is time to take an
additional step and to get to know a little bit more
about Professor Wickert, the woman behind this
Program for more than 25 years, who served as
Director until this year.
Born in Bavaria, Germany, Gabriele Wickert
came to the United States with her parents as a young
child. The family settled in Rochester, New York, but
they always maintained a strong sense of the German
culture and language at home. Her undergraduate career was at the University of Rochester, where her love
for literature led her to major in English. Wickert continued her academic career at SUNY-Albany for her
Master’s Degree in German Literature, and later went
back to Germany for her Ph.D., also in German Literature.
Professor Wickert’s story
at Manhattanville College started
“I was always in 1976 when she was hired to be
a German professor—a time in
interested in
which all language classes had
‘The Other’”— larger enrollments. Starting in the
Professor Wickert early 1980s, she was awarded a
number of grants to do research
on beginning to
and live in East Germany. During
teach in the INS that period, the United States
Program
funded scholars like Professor
Wickert to study and understand
the lives of those living under
Communist rule with the purpose of attaining peace
between Western and Eastern Bloc nations. Her
interest in the GDR (German Democratic Republic, or
East Germany) and other Eastern European countries,
like Czechoslovakia, led her to live in that part of the
world for about two and a half years, receiving leaves
of absence from the College.

On
her
return full-time to
Manhattanville,
Wickert realized
her desire to be
involved in more
than the German
department.
“I
was always interested
in
the
‘other’”, she explained, and attributes that to
being an immigrant to America.
As
a
result,
“International
Studies” was the
most obvious place” for her. She then began to develop
classes for the INS Program, such as “World Cultures
through Literature and Film,” now one of the core
courses of the major. She also taught “Writers in Exile,” about East European literature based on what she
had read and learned in the Eastern Bloc countries, and
even a class on the GDR. As she explains it, “the obvious ‘home’ for these courses was International Studies.”
By 1984, she was so active and involved that
she became the director of the program. Yet
Professor Wickert is quick to admit that while she was
the chair, she “couldn’t have done it without Professor
Ken Pittman,” then a Political Science
professor at Manhattanville. For the next eight years,
until his sudden and tragic death in 1992, they
constantly conferred and thought of ways to improve
the program. The subsequent growth of the
program, Professor Wickert notes, must be attributed
in equal part to Professor Pittman.
(Continued on page 4)
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Professor Wickert’s Impact on INS (continued from page 3)
The year of Professor Pittman’s death, ten years, the major has become more cohesive,
Professor Wickert started a new career path at the the semester forums were created, and newsletters
College. She began working as an administrator were produced. This growth into a more unified
and, for the next nine years, eight as Dean of Stud- program, with a clear vision and focus, has made it
ies and one as Provost, did not teach. During that increasingly more attractive to students and is also
period of time, Professor Bowling of the History one of the most fulfilling and proudest moments
Department was the acting Director of the for Professor Wickert.
International Studies Program.
Even though Professor Wickert has
In 2002, after a year’s sabbatical,
stepped down as the Director, this
Professor Wickert took over the direcprogram will always be half of what she
The
Program
torship of the INS Program once again.
does. She works in both INS and German
At that point, she had her mind set on will “benefit
equally and is still the only full-time
bringing the program “into the 21st from fresh new professor contractually appointed to INS.
century.” The world had changed, and eyes” —
Her decision to step down as head comes
therefore the program needed to as well.
from the conviction that it is important to
Professor
Wickert
While the Cold War had ended, globalhave “new blood”, new ideas coming
ization was a new phenomenon and it on her decision to in— which she believes Professor Binita
triggered the need for program step down as
Mehta will bring. Professor Wickert not
development. In addition, Professor Director of INS
only “thought it was time”, but believes
Wickert worked to better align the INS
the program will “benefit from fresh new
major with the College’s mission to
eyes.”
produce leaders for a global community.
As for the future, she says any
These values now serve as a stronger
program “can always be fine-tuned”—
force in urging INS majors to make a difference in and INS is definitely not immune. Besides
the community.
refining some of the core requirements, she hopes
A major result of these improvements was the major keeps growing, that new courses are
the creation of the Global Justice concentration. added, and that students become even more active
Professor Wickert admits that one of her proudest and involved, e.g. by going to more conferences
accomplishments within the program is the and studying abroad, in order to share knowledge
creation and continued success of this and experiences. Essentially, she hopes this
concentration, which she worked on with Professor department will become “more of what it already
Peter Bell. Wickert admits Bell was hired because is.”
she “knew he would fit” and contribute especially
As Professor Wickert explains it, being a
to this aspect of the program. Needless to say, her part of International Studies gave her “personal
belief and hope that students would actually “do and professional life a new direction.”
something” and make the world a better place Researching the socio-cultural life of different
couldn’t be more in tune with this new parts of the world has been—and still is—exciting
concentration.
for her. Truth be told, the INS Program would be
The INS major has grown since 2002 be- much less without Professor Wickert’s enthusiasm
cause Professor Wickert has been working for and courage.
positive changes within the program. In these past
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Internships
Several INS Majors have either completed or are involved in internships. Here
are their stories

Our Fall 2012 Internship Experience at the Westchester Human Rights
Commission
By: Alina Fisher (‘13) and Agbogo Kalu (‘13)
Last semester, both of us, individually, shared our interest in obtaining an internship related
to human rights and public advocacy with Professor George Castellanos, a former board member of
the Westchester Human Rights Commission. This semester, thanks to his help, we are both interning
at the Westchester County Human Rights Commission in White Plains.
Our experience at this governmental organization has been very positive and informative.
Through this internship we have realized that even today, in a place as diverse as Westchester County,
there continue to be problems of discrimination based on religion, race, color, nationality, sex, sexual
orientation and disability. The cases with which we have been involved and the stories we have heard
from the commissioners have sometimes revealed shocking information about discriminatory
procedures practiced by some employers, landlords, and companies.
We have come to realize that we have a long way to go before discrimination of all sorts has
been completely eradicated from our society. At the end of our internship we hope to become more
aware of local human rights issues, to enhance our understanding of how cases involving human rights
violations are litigated, and to learn how to connect them to human rights laws on both the national
and the international level.

Alina Fisher (‘13)

Agbogo Kalu (‘13)

Internship at the Institute of International Education
By: Cristal Espejo (‘13)
Within my first few hours at the Institute of International Education, located in the UN
Plaza in Manhattan, I was introduced to the projects that I would be focusing on throughout
my fall internship with the research evaluation division. Project Atlas, for instance, collects
data on global student mobility patterns. I am also involved in the Open Doors project that is
more domestically focused and conducts research on both international students and scholars
in the US as well as American students abroad.
I found these research projects interesting because over the last decade the number of students traveling abroad for academic purposes has increased by 75 percent. Although mobility
abroad for academic and professional endeavors is not a new activity, the demographics and
quantity of overall students traveling is changing rapidly and is largely attributed to the rise of globalization. Therefore, there
is a great need for research projects such as the ones I am working on.
Tracking student mobility trends, along with studying domestic and international issues, is important for our present relationships with different countries as well as theorizing as to what they will be like in the future. Nevertheless, traveling
abroad can have a significant impact on one’s career choices and ultimately influence a large portion of the future labor force.
I can identify with this notion because I traveled abroad and it opened my eyes to different career choices available to me outside our own national borders.
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My Summer at 30 Rock— Marina Adese ‘13
It is very hard for me to put into words my 3-month experience over the
summer at MSNBC’s The Rachel Maddow Show. In all honesty, lifechanging is a good way of describing it. Not only was I a part of the network’s highest rated show, in the eye of the storm on a daily basis, and
working at the NBC headquarters at 30 Rockefeller Center, but I was in an
environment that was so open to teaching me about journalism, the media
business and, most of all, politics itself. And did I learn.
Every day was a brand new day. The entire staff would arrive at noon
not knowing what the show would look like at 9 pm. After the daily news
meeting that went from 2 to 3 pm, in which the other 2 interns and I always
participated, we would have roughly six hours to bring the show to life.
Basically, the interns’ task was to get the show on the air. Whatever the
producers needed, we were there. We helped them with any research or
Marina Adese (‘13) with the host, Rachel
Maddow, on the last day of her internship

phone calls, we transcribed videos and debates, cut tape. We sat with the
director in the control room when the show was on air, ran errands for the

producers, and even assisted the guests on set (one of my favorite parts).
This internship gave direction to my professional life. It blended perfectly my two majors—Communication
Studies and International Studies—and consequently brought together two of my most important life interests: the media
and social justice. Naturally, I worked long hours and at times it wasn’t easy, but that’s exactly what I needed. These
three intense months couldn’t have been more enriching. It was all I had hoped for, and then some.

Past Events — Fall 2012
The first ever “International Day of the Girl,” declared by the United
Nations was celebrated at Manhattanville College on Thursday, October
11, 2012 in the Berman Students’ Center. The event was co-sponsored by
the Women's Studies Program and the Duchesne Center. The non-profit
organization 10x10, for whom INS alum Christa Calbos worked (see
page 9), co-sponsored the event to raise awareness on the obstacles girls
face in accessing and completing formal education around the world.
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Study Abroad
A Full Month in China— Alexis Moore (‘14)
I spent four weeks studying Chinese in Beijing, China
this summer. I went to China a number of years ago as a
tourist and promised myself I would go back. I managed to
go this past summer and loved every moment of it!
For four weeks, I learned Mandarin Chinese for six
hours a day at the Beijing Language and Cultural University. I spent my free time during the week studying Chinese
and learning how to write Chinese characters. My weekends were spent exploring the city and its surroundings.
My favorite part of the trip was when I went backpackAlexis Moore (‘14) at the Great Wall of China

ing and camping on the Great Wall of China. It was a decrepit section of the wall which that the government does

not actually allow people to visit. I went through an agency, China Study Abroad, who helped me schedule my
housing and trips on different days. They paid some Chinese villagers from the village nearby to loan us backpacking
equipment and twenty of us climbed up a section of the Great Wall. We slept overnight on the ground in sleeping
bags and woke up to see the sunrise over the Great Wall as it stretched away into the distance. It was a sight I will
always remember.
I loved every moment of my summer in China. Even when I managed to get lost in Beijing, it was still a great
experience. I was excited to wake up every morning, to learn Chinese, and to see the sights Beijing had to offer. I am
already planning my next trip back there!

Past Events — Fall 2012
INS Social: The INS Program’s new Director Professor Binita Mehta organized a social for INS majors
on Wednesday, October 3, 2012 at 6 p.m. in the Brownson Art Gallery. About 12 INS majors (seniors,
juniors, and sophomores) attended, as did professors Peter Bell, Ellen Houston and Greg Swedberg.
Students chatted with classmates and professors over light refreshments.
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Study Abroad
My Spring Semester in Buenos Aires— Maggie Mai (‘13)
If someone had asked me before this experience which country I would have picked to go on study abroad, the answer
would not have been Argentina. I ended up choosing Argentina
because I barely knew anything about Latin America. Studying
abroad in its capital of Buenos Aires has been the highlight of
my college career thus far. I was there from February 4, 2012 to
June 21, 2012 with the Academic Program International (API).
I lived with a host family and attended classes at the Universidad de Belgrano. I had taken an extra month of an intensive
language course prior to the beginning of classes.
Everybody has a different experience when studying abroad even if they are in the same program and country. If
I had to describe my experience with one word, I would use “unexpected.” Prior to my arrival, my vision of Argentina had
been limited to Buenos Aires. In fact, it is very common for people to think of Buenos Aires when Argentina comes to
mind. Indeed, Buenos Aires is dubbed “ the Paris of Latin America,” because it has a rich culture and is one of the largest
metropolitan cities in the world. But it wasn’t until I was there, talking to Argentinians and my host family, that I realized
that there is much more to Argentina than what I had initially thought.
Argentina is a big country with varied climate patterns and regions that have both indigenous and European influences. I somehow caught the travel bug and ended up visiting many different places. I went to the northernmost region, Salta
and Iguazu, the southern region also known as “El Fin del Mundo” in Patagonia,
and even the western region, Mendoza, located directly below the Andes mountains.
Traveling was the best part of my study abroad experience. I honestly learned more
while traveling than attending classes. No words or pictures can do justice to what I
witnessed and experienced. I made friends sharing ideas and discussing cultural
differences while I was traveling and living in hostels. My curiosity only increased.
Besides traveling all over Argentina, I made Argentine friends through the
practice of the martial arts, or Brazilian Jiu-jitsu. Towards the end of my study
abroad program, I was able to compete in a competition and became the gold
medalist for my division. Argentina is definitely one of those experiences about
which I reminisce often. Not only did I learn Spanish, but I became more aware of
the cultural, geographic, economic, and political diversity of Latin America, especially Argentina.

Page 9

Volume III, i

Alumni Update
Charlene Cordero-Matos (’11) has just recently moved to Washington D.C. After working for the past year at Fundación ALAS - Shakira's
Early Childhood Education initiative, Charlene applied and was accepted
to the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute's (CHCI) Public Policy
Fellowship as a New York Life Fellow. CHCI is the only national Latino
organization that offers a wide range of programs and activities to
support the educational and professional aspirations of Hispanics into
their chosen careers. As a fellow, Charlene is currently working at the
Office of Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ) with his Hispanic Affairs and
Foreign Policy teams. Charlene also met Vice President Joe Biden
(picture) at the 2012 CHCI Awards Gala. In her words, “although I only
got to speak with VP Biden for a few minutes, his charisma and warm
personality shined through. He is truly a man of the people and at the
end of our short conversation said to me that I was poised to make
great changes.” You can find the website for the fellowship and her profile at: http://www.chci.org/fellowships/page/2012-2013-fellows
Kendra White (‘12) completed an internship after graduation with an NGO
partnered with the United Nations called the United States Federation for Middle
East Peace. Following this internship, she began to work as a personal research
assistant for Dr. Patricia Rosenfield at the Carnegie Corporation of New York.
Kendra is currently assisting Dr. Rosenfield with the final edits of her book and
helping her prepare for a conference in Sweden, which will focus on the future
on the non-profit sector. She is also preparing for her GREs and hopes to enroll
in a Masters program in Latin American Studies next Fall.

Christa Calbos (‘12) moved to Manhattan last January and from May to
October worked with an organization called 10x10: Educate Girls, Change the
World (see page 6) as Campus Outreach Coordinator. 10x10 is focused on girls'
education in developing countries and will be releasing the film "Girl Rising" next
Spring. Christa is spending a few weeks with family in Washington state as her
brother prepares for a deployment to Afghanistan. In the meantime, she is working on Grad school applications for Masters programs in Human Rights or Peace
and Conflict Studies and wants to continue her focus on Women/Gender
Studies. Christa is also applying to several internships/volunteer positions for the
spring (ranging from South Africa to the Congo to right in New York) before
hopefully heading back to school!

Page 10

International Studies Newsletter
Alumni Update
Yamila Fersobe (‘09) went back to Santo Domingo after
graduation, and has been working for the past two and a half
years at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic.
She is currently on a leave of absence to participate in a JapaneseLanguage Program for Foreign-Service Officers & Public Officials,
offered by the Japan Foundation at it's Japanese Language Institute
in Tajiri-cho, Osaka, Japan. She sends greetings from Osaka!

Ismarie Fernandez (‘12) moved back home to Puerto Rico
after graduation. In the months of August and September, Ismarie
worked at the local (non-federal) Department of the Treasury of
Puerto Rico specifically in the Internal Revenue Service Tax Unit as
a Tax Inspection Assistant. Her duties were to visit stores and
other sites of commercial activity in order to collect data regarding
the appropriate use of legal permits to operate, and also to check
the transactions of the Puerto Rican state sales tax under the supervision of Internal Revenue Service Agents. That job was based
on a temporary contract so she is currently looking for
employment again and is also applying to the University of Puerto
Rico for a Master’s degree in Sociology starting August 2013.

Adriana Prida (‘10) moved back to the Dominican Republic last
year after working under the OPT (Optional Practical Training) visa in
Miami. Since her return, Adriana has been working for a bank as part of a
Management Training Program they have designed for young, outstanding
talent. She just recently finished her first rotation and will now begin a
second one in hopes of continuing this learning process. Adriana is also
searching for a Master's program that best suits her interests.
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SPRING ‘13 INS COURSES
INS 1008: Intro to Global Studies [2 sections] - Core Requirement
INS 1010: Global Economy - Core Requirement
INS 2001: World Cultures Thru Literature and Film - Core Requirement
INS 3057: Culture & Change in Southeast Asia—Elective [Asian Studies/ Global Culture]
INS 3060: Heimat: Germany’s Fall and Rise—Elective [European Studies/ Global Culture]

Electives from Other Departments
AFS 2021: Intro to African Studies II [African Studies]
AFS 2085: History of Contemporary Africa [African Studies]
AFS 3030: History of Modern South Africa [African Studies]
AMS 2041: Americans Abroad [Global Culture]
*ANTH 1050: Cultural Anthropology [Global Culture]
ANTH 2037: Anthropology of Death and Dying [Global Culture]
*ASN 1045: Asian Religions [Asian Studies]
ASN 2021: History of Modern Japan [Asian Studies]
ASN 3010: Women in Chinese/Japanese Religion [Asian Studies]
COMM 3046: Convergent Media/ Divergent Voices [Global Culture]
COMM 3070: Media Ethics [Global Justice]
*CSCH 1210: Theory and Practice of Leadership [Global Culture]
CSCH 3010: Britain Past and Present [European Studies]

HIS 2085: History of Contemporary Africa [African Studies] (Cross
-listed with AFS 2085)
HIS 3002: The Great War: 1914-1918 [European Studies]
HIS 3102: Women and Gender in Latin American History [LA Studies]
HIS 3085: Conflict in the Middle East [Global Culture/Global Justice]
ITL 2009: Business Italian [European Studies] (Taught in Italian)
MGT 2007: International Management [Poli-Eco Relations]
MUH 2012: Survey of Western Music II [European Studies]
MUH 3001: Music of the 19th Century [European Studies]
POS 1038: International Politics II [INS Core requirement]
POS 2015: Comparative Politics II: Nonwestern (Poli-Econ Relations/ Global Culture)
POS 2069: The New International Security [Poli-Econ Relations]
CSCH 3065: Power, Authority, Leadership & Ethics [Global Justice] POS 4050: Academic Conference: Model UN [Poli-Eco Relations]
SOC 2075: Models of Social/ Economic Justice [Global Justice]
DTH: 3202: Survey of Dramatic Literature I [European Studies/
SOC 3007: Globalization and Social Change [Global Culture/Global
Global Culture]
Justice]
ECO 3016: International Trade and Development [Poli-Econ Rel]
SOC 3008: World Cities [Global Culture]
ECO 3017: International Finance and Global Economy [Poli-Econ
SPN 2055: Modern Short Stories from Spain [European Studies]
Rel]
(Taught in Spanish)
ECO 3035: International Business [Poli-Econ Rel]
ENF 2089: History of Cinema II: WWII- Present [Global Cultures] SPN 3012: Spanish Literature and Film [European Studies] (Taught
in Spanish)
*ENG 1017: Intro to Postcolonial Literature [Global Cultures]
FRN 2009: Business French [European Studies] (Taught in French) SPN 3020: Spanish Civilization: Past and Present [European Studies]
FRN 3024: Introduction to the Analysis of French Texts [European (Taught in Spanish)
SPN 3028: Latin American Black Culture [LA Studies] (Taught in
Studies] (Taught in French)
FRN 3021: 20th Century French Theatre [European Studies/ Global Spanish)
SPN 3031: Women’s Writings in Latin America [LA Studies]
Culture] (Taught in French)
(Taught in Spanish)
GER 3060: Heimat: Germany’s Fall and Rise [European Studies/
SPN 3032: Spanish Theater [European Studies] (Taught in Spanish)
Global Culture] (Taught in English)
SPN 3051: Latin American Identity [LA Studies] (Taught in Spanish]
*HIS 1015: Survey of Modern Latin America [LA Studies]
*WREL 1012: Roman Catholicism [Global Culture/Poli-Eco Rela*HIS 1021: History of the Caribbean [LA Studies]
tions
*HIS 1034: World History I [Global Culture]
*WREL 1045: Asian Religions [Asian Studies/Global Culture]
*HIS 1036: World History II: Since 1500 [INS Core requirement]
(Cross-listed with ASN 1045)
*HIS 1051: Modern Europe: 1648-present [European Studies]
WREL 2026: The World’s Religions in NYC [Global Culture]
HIS 2053: Modern Russia [European Studies]
WREL 3027: Islam [Global Culture]
HIS 2064: History of Modern Japan [Asian Studies] (Cross-listed
WREL 3035: Judaism [Global Culture]
with ASN 2021)
HIS 2077: Ireland and Its Diaspora [European Studies/Global Culture]
An asterisk (*) indicates a 100 level course. Remember, only one elective can be at the 1000 level!
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Showcasing Student Work
(excerpts from Professor Wickert’s class on “Contemporary Wars in Literature and Film”)
The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

By: Meryl Roux (‘14)
My conception of this conflict greatly changed

Palestinians, however, it is a serious attempt to put them

after having studied this unit, though I had already

aside and to destroy their lands, as the wall construction

acknowledged its controversy. Studying it more in depth

is far embedded into Palestinian territories, not along the

made me realize how unbalanced the conflict is regard-

traditional border established in 1967. The violence

ing weapons, death of civilians, country size, techno-

exposed in the movie is not so much ‘physical’ as

logical advance, military forces and political justice is-

‘moral,’ as it shows Palestinians farmers deprived of

sues.

their lands, coldly destroyed by Israelis bulldozers.
The first conception I had about the conflict that

These heavy and unfeeling bulldozer machines

changed along with the study of the unit, is how violent

take away in no time the fieldwork carried out by many

and destructive the conflict really is. This instance is

generations of Palestinian farmers. Mainly olive trees

thoroughly exposed in the film Palestine Blues, which

are cultivated, and they represent the main source of

shows the illegal construction of the “Security Wall”

income for the families, crucial for their survival. Not

along the border of Israel and the Palestinian territories.

only fields are destroyed and smashed, but also build-

This documentary presents the repercussions of the

ings and entire villages. Abu Azzan, a main character of

Israeli Security Wall and the Jewish settlements on the

this political reportage, shows very pacifistic and loyal

annexed Palestinian farming communities. The con-

traits vis-à-vis his country - he believes in rising up in

struction of the Wall started in the year 2004 along the

nonviolent demonstrations against Israelis, for the con-

green line, a line established in June 1967 to separate

struction of the wall is not justified. As a direct result of

the

this

the Wall, many farming communities disappear and the

construction have greatly affected the Palestinian

population does not have enough money to sustain

population who live in the nearby areas of the building

families, therefore sinking further into misery. The

sites. The controversies about this wall are multiple;

Israeli settlements within the occupied territories are

indeed, it has been condemned by the international

also a very controversial issue. The international com-

community for being discriminative and for being the

munity condemns these settlements, for they undermine

equivalent

Israeli

the peace process between Palestine and Israel. Though

population, of course, finds it convenient, as the wall’s

the Israeli government does not approve the settlements,

purpose is to protect Israel from ‘terrorists’ and from

the settlements continue and are a continued obstacle to

any potential strike against Israel’s territories. To the

Palestinian sovereignty.

two

territories.

of

an

The

consequences

“apartheid

wall”.

The

of
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By: Andreas Argeros (‘13)
In the film “Paradise Now” by Hany Abu-Assad

long as they live under the occupation of the Israelis, and as

we meet two Palestinian friends, Said and Khaled, who are

such it was only natural for him to give up his physical life

preparing for a suicide attack in Israel, and Suha, the

as a martyr. Suha however sparks a very human emotion

daughter of a Palestinian martyr and the herself operator of

within him, which allows him to briefly escape the context

an NGO that seeks a peaceful resolution to the Arab-Israeli

through which he has so far defined his un-life. The

conflict. Though Khaled decides not to go through with his

prospect of love, and by extension life, even under the

attack, Said manages to eventually place himself on an

deeply restrictive and oppressive Israeli regime, gives Said

Israeli bus, and then the scene shifts to white, ending the

a brief flicker of hope. That flicker is quickly smothered,

movie, leaving the viewer uncertain of whether or not a

however, by the pro-militaristic friends Said has been in

somber looking Said has detonated his bomb. While there

contact with. They fill him with ideas of martyrdom,

are many themes present in the film regarding Israeli-Arab

allegiance to his people, and the grand nature of the

relations, I believe the strength of the film is in its critique

“struggle”, and all too quickly Said remembers his father,

of Palestinian society and the various Palestinian reactions

the collaborator, his lost honor, and Suha and the prospect

to

their

of life fall by the wayside. Whether or not Said actually

repercussions manifest themselves in three thematic

detonates his bomb, Palestinian director Abu-Assad has

concepts: blind loyalty to a cultural group, the pursuit of

given us a very interesting social picture of Palestinian

lost honor, and finally a focus on death over life.

society as it has evolved under the oppression of Israel.

Israeli

aggression.

These

reactions

and

Said is the son of a collaborator -- a Palestinian

Suha’s main role as a character is as a foil to the

who has worked with the Israelis in some way that can be

violence inculcated by Said through his contact with

seen as undermining the Palestinian cause. This history,

radicalized elements of Palestinian society. Where Said

and the loss of familial honor that he feels, in a society

only sees the possibility of a violent end, Suha sees a far

which greatly values martyrs to the cause, informs Said’s

off, but peaceful resolution. She goes so far as to say that

decision to become a suicide bomber. There is an instance

violence is counter-productive and that she would prefer

in the film where a minor character states that not only

her father alive rather than a martyr to the cause. Said

should conspirators be killed, but their entire families as

counters that it is only through violence that the movement

well. It is safe for a viewer to conclude that the children of

has gained any international recognition. They are both

collaborators would therefore feel a strong uneasiness

right. What then is the point of this film that provides two

about the actions of their parents. Said only questions his

equally justifiable responses to the Israeli-Palestinian con-

resolve when he meets Suha, with whom there is the begin-

flict. I believe it is to demonstrate that the violence some

ning of a strong, but never openly stated romantic

Palestinians pursue not only can turn public opinion against

relationship. Up to this point Said had defended his deci-

them, but has created something more insidious within

sion by stating that Palestinians are metaphorically dead, so

Palestinian society, namely the loss of the love of life.

INS Senior Thesis Topics 2012-2013
1. Marina Adese: “The Social Transformation of Brazil Through Hip Hop.”
2. Andreas Argeros: “Abandoning the Public Good.”
3. Fatoumata Bah: “Lessons from Sierra Leone: A Policy Prescription for the
Conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.”
4. Julia Casazza: “The Power of Forgiveness in Post-Genocide Rwanda.”
5. Daniella Chinchilla Valdes: “Exploring U.S. Intervention in Honduras
(2002-2012).”
6. Ana Carla Costa: “Changing Perceptions of Spanish Immigration in the Wake
of the Financial Crisis.”
7. Cristal Espejo: “A Comparative Analysis of Social Welfare Programs in the
United States and Sweden.”
8. Alina Fisher: “Neostructuralism: Creating a Neoliberal Alternative in Argentina.”
9. Adelina Hasanaj: “More Smoke and Mirrors: Evaluating the Real Progress of
Women in Post-War Kosovo?”
10. Agbogo Kalu: “A Multidimensional Approach to Understanding Female Genital
Mutilation in West Africa.”
11. Maggie Mai: “Regional Inequality and Growth in Brazil.”
12. Nicole Mele: “The Empowerment of Maghrebi Women within Contemporary
French Society.”
13. Nicolle Ocasio: “‘The Year 24 Group and Japanese Girls’ Comics: Bending
Rules of Gender in 1970s Japan.”

The International Studies Program, the Communication Studies
Department, and the English Department Present:

A Talk by Kitty Pilgrim

Award-winning CNN anchor,
writer, Manhattanville alumna
class of 1976, and member of
the Board of Trustees, Kitty
Pilgrim will be addressing the
Manhattanville community on
Wednesday, November 28
at 7 p.m. in the Ophir
Room

Come hear what Ms. Pilgrim has to say about her career after Manhattanville,
first as a journalist, now as a writer of international romantic thrillers!

The talk will be followed by a reception

